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PRICE, FOUR SHILLINGS. 


TO 
THE CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, WHO HAVE GREATLY 
CONTRIBUTED TO MY CONVERSION, AND TO 
WHOM I AM INDEBTED FOR THE BLESSING 
OF HAVING ABJURED THE HERESIES OF THE 
CHURCH OF ROME. 


DEAR FRIENDS IN JESUS! 


PERMIT me to dedicate to you this volume, 
which I have written in a sick-bed, whilst 
recovering from a severe illness that had 
_ brought me very near to the grave. 
Gratitude, having in the solemn epoch in 
which you kindly laboured for my Spiritual 
welfare, indelibly engraved your names on 
my heart, I dare to claim in behalf of this 
precious and delightful principle the accept- 
ance of the present small work, which is the 
ripe fruit of long and serious meditation, and. 
the result of your charitable tuition: in a word 
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a new attempt against Popery and Falsehood, 
and a Christian essay, which may probably 
lead other poor Roman Catholics to embrace 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, our only Saviour 
and gracious Redeemer. 

But, I shall not close this small token of 
gratitude without mentioning the name of a 
worthy minister, who, amongst numberless 
others, both Church and Dissenters, undertook 
the pious task of showing to me the true means 
of salvation. This charitable Friend, with a 
smiling countenance, with a voice, whicheven 
now, like a gentle echo, sweetly resoundsin my 
ear, thus addressed me, handing to mea Bible: 
—‘‘ Accept, dear Sir, this precious book, with 
the same pleasure I offer it to you, and by 
perusing it often and often, with serious medi- 
tation, zeal, devotion, trust, faith, hope, and 
ardour, may you plentifully enjoy the benefits 
and blessings which it offers to every believer 
in Jesus Christ, whose condescension, for his 
beloved children, is most wonderful, whose 
merey undoubtedly boundless, whose grace 
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incomparably rich!” The Rev. Dr. Stemkopff 
is the benevolent clergyman, who, in 18383, 
made me a present, in London, of the first 
Bible, which being written in German, I could 
then better understand. Oh, may a blessing rest 
upon this pious gentleman for ever and ever ! 

Nor shall I lose this chance in order to ex- 
press my gratefulness to the numerous Clergy 
and Gentry that have lately patronized the 
work I published in 1843, entitled ““A Vorcr 
FROM IraLy; oR, THE CONSCIENTIOUS 
STATEMENT OF A CONVERTED Romane 
CATHOLIC,” for having been the instrument — 
of a kind Providence, which timely came in 
my behalf in days of grief, trouble, sickness, 
and distress. © 

I shall neither leave the pen, without men-- 
tioning the rare munificence of His late 
Majesty King William IV., of ever blessed 
and glorious memory, from whose sound Chris- 
tian principles I had peculiar occasion to learn 


that Charity has ever been considered a strict _ 


duty in a Protestant country: and I shall 
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likewise remember, shedding a sweet tear of 
gratitude, that when the King of Kings had 
been pleased to call this religious Monarch 
from his earthly prilgrimage to the regions of — 
unmolested security and peace, he left behind 
a pious Royal Consort, who, closely guided by 
the ever shining virtues of the departed king, 
entirely dedicates her life to the generous 
assistance and patronage of the British subject, 
and to the ready relief of the indigent, the 
sick, and the stranger ! 

Oh! may these true Christians, these solid 
ornaments and supporters of Religion and 
Society; may also all those who have directly 
or indirectly co-operated, both to my spiritual 
and temporal welfare, late, very late depart 
from this life, to receive an everlasting re- 
ward, through the merits of the Blessed Sa- 
viour, in the realms of bliss and immortality! 
These are the ardent wishes of 


The Author, 
FRANCIS LA GUIDARA. 


PREFACE. 


THE ancient philosophers held it as a maxim, 
that the foundation of all virtue was the 
renunciation of the spirit of this world. They 
saw, though dimly, that darkness was not 
more contrary to light, than the wisdom of 
this world was to the spirit of virtue ; there- 
fore, they allowed of no progress in virtue, 
but in the same proportion as a man had 
overcome Sheneels and the spirit of this 
world. This gave a semi-divine solidity to all. 
their instructions, and proved them at once 
to be masters of true wisdom. But the doc- 
trine of the cross of Christ, the last, the 
highest, the finishing blow given to the 


‘spirit of this world;” that doctrine which 
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speaks more in one word than all the . 
philosophy of voluminous writers, is yet. pro- 
fessed by a far less number than it otherwise 
would be, in consequence of the propagation of 
the false doctrines invented by Popes, and 
Councils, and so assiduously preached by the 
ignorant and superstitious priesthood of Rome 
to poor blind people, whom their lying craft 
chains and enslaves more and more to a false 
religion. Hence it is, that even many learned 
men, with all the rich furniture of their brain, 
live and die slaves to the spirit of this world— 
to a Roman pontiff, and to the most absurd 
and clumsy falsehoods. 

°*% He that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life.” 
These are the words of Christ; by which we are 


taught, that it is only by a conformity to his 
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life and spirit that we can be truly enlightened, 
and delivered from all blindness of heart, and ~ 
consequently enabled to distinguish with clear 
sight what a cruel monster a Pope is. 

The fall of man, and his earthly and sensual 
nature, is the only ground of his wanting that 
redemption which the Gospel offers, but which 
redemption the Pope, eager like a ferocious 
tiger for its prey, cruelly snatches from the 
hands of his people; well knowing, that to 
embrace the Gospel would be to desert the 
Anti-Christian synagogue of the Vatican, that 
den of thieves, where the Pope, Falsehood, 
and Lucifer reign in temporal unity; worship- 
ped by knaves—the wicked and superstitious, 
but abhorred of God and by all sincere, good 
and true Christians. The Gospel has only one 


simple proposal of certain life, or certain death 
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to man: of life, if he will take God’s means 
of entering into the kingdom of heaven; of 
death, if he chooses to take up his rest in the 
kingdom of this world, and in the end looks 
for salvation to himself and the absolution of 
a popish priest. Such in fact is the simple 
nature and sole drift of the Gospel: for it 
means no more than making known to man 
that this world, and the life of it is but his 
separation from God and happiness, both here 
and hereafter; and that to be saved, or 
restored to God and happiness, can only be 
obtained by renouncing all love and adherence 
to the things of this world, by clinging to 
Christ, and by cautiously avoiding any occa- 
sion to enter into those sacrilegious mansions, 
where Infidels and Heretics assemble together, 


not to worship, but to desecrate the very name 
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of God. Yet, what difference is there to be 
found between a Roman Catholic and an 
Infidel? Little indeed. The Infidel is a man 
of this world, wholly devoted to it, and his 
hope and faith are totally set upon it: he has 
only such virtue, such goodness, and such 
religion as entirely agree with the interests of 
flesh and blood, and thus to keep the soul in 
fancied happiness, in “‘ the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eye, and the pride of life!” 
The genuine Roman Catholic is a man of 
this world also, who lives like the former to 
the will of flesh and blood, not caring aright 
for his God, his Redeemer, the Gospel, nor for 
eternity : he is, therefore, the true and complete 
infidel—the man of the world—the unre- 
deemed—the rejecter of the Gospel—the pupil 


of the Pope and the victim of a dark and dead 


‘superstition. 
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A GLANCE 


AT ROMAN CATHOLIC COUNTRIES.” 


UnrortunaTE Lanps! the world looks at your 
distress, the hearts of all religious men beat high 
for you, and all good christians shed tears over 
your sad destiny! How lamentable is the cruel 
fate of the oppressed children of Italy, Spain, 


Portugal, Germany, and especially of those who 


unhappily live at Rome, under the eye of Lucifer 


‘in disguise—unfortunately residing in that acctrs- 


ed Babylon, which is properly termed in the 
~ Revelations—‘ the habienend of devils, and the 


hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every un- 


clean and hateful bird.” 
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_ Alas! how many victims were there, at all 
times, barbarously immolated upon the altar 
of tyranny; and how often was that illustrious 
ground deluged with human blood, by the hands of 
brutal Popes, and under the sight of a misguided 
' priesthood, who had always the cruelty to bless 
the horrid crimes perpetrated by despotic Roman 
Catholic monarchs, and even the wickedness to 
teach, that with the papal absolution, these royal 
exterminators should escape everlasting punish- 
ment. How many poor and inoffensive creatures 
were also banished from Italy, from their cities and 
the societies of men for the sake of Christ! They 
were driven out from their native towns, and 
forced to seek a refuge in solitary dens and caves, 
among rocks and mountains; to wander through 
deserts, destitute, afflicted, tormented, and com- 
pelled to make the clefts of the rocks and caverns 


of the earth their refuge from the face of cruel 
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persecutors, from the wrath of Popes, from the 
rage of princes, from the sword of bloody captains, 
who instead of devoting their lives to the happi- 
ness of their land, and employing their sword 
against the enemies of Christ, for the defence, inde- 
pendence, and glory of their country, have bar- 
_barously sacrificed their fellow creatures to serve 
the tyrannical ambition of the great and the 
‘mighty, the base and the vile. 

But those who thus sacrifice men to their hatred, 
lusts, passions, temper, and interest, are after all 
but feeble mortals, who shall themselves shortly 
go down to the dust as their predecessors, who 
in their days rendered themselves obnoxious to 
the cause of humanity, but descended into the 
grave detested, where they shall tyrannize and 
afflict no more. The morning of the resurrection 
shall change the scene from oppression to a 
dominion of glory: but when these oppressors lie 
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down in the grave like beasts of slaughter, death 
shall feed on them, and the upright shall have 
dominion over them in the morning when God 
shall redeem our souls from the power of the grave. 
Then carnal pontiffs, then cruel princes of the 
earth, then persecuting kings of Italy who op- 
posed the Holy Gospel and obstinately destroyed | 
the beloved children of God, shall quake and 
shiver at the tremendous sight of a terrible Judge, | 
and they shall desire to fly into the holes of rocks 
from his presence, entreating, but in vain, the 
mountains to hide and save them from the 
frightful tempest about to burst upon their 
devoted heads. 


Fountain of grief, abode of anger, 

School of errors, and temple of heresy, 

Formerly Rome, now Babylon, false and guilty, 

Through whom there are so many tears and sighs ; 

O mistress of deceit, O prison of anger 

Where the good perish, and the bad are cherished and engender’d, 
Hell of the living ! it will be a great miracle 

If Christ is not angry with thee at last.* 


* The Jearned Petrarch, who liyed and died a Roman 


TO THE POPE, IN SPITE OF HIS 
EXCOMMUNICATION. 


Although I am perfectly aware that truth is as 
odious to you and your worthy pastors, as the sun 
is to the sight of the rapacious reptile living in the 
most gloomy and dark retreats; although I am quite 
convinced that your misguided priesthood, (who 
are enjoying with impunity the fruit of their black 
deeds under the protecting shadow of your triple 
crown, ) will never cease from ruining the souls of 
poor blinded people, hungry as they are of riches. 
Notwithstanding, I have evidence more than suf- 


ficient to convince me, that he who has not the 


Catholic, who was employed in the popish court, whose 
interest and creed must both have prejudiced him in 
favour of the Romish court, but who had witnessed her 
monstrous excesses, thus expressed himself. 
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Spirit of Christ is not a christian, and cannot do 
that which becomes a christian. Although I have 
scores of times witnessed in many towns of Italy, 
but chiefly in Rome, that your bold impositions, 
your arbitrary taxes, your shameful bargains in 
absolutions and indulgences, your cruel usurpa- 
tions, and ferocious undertakings, have distressed, 
without interruption, people and nations; not- 
withstanding the incontestible proofs we have, that 
tamed tigers, wolves, and bears, will often prove 
fatal to those who trust them incautiously, (so 
powerful is nature’s instinct in every beast,) I am 
nevertheless determined to make a new attempt 
against popery and falsehood; but should I not 
succeed in arresting the progress of your crimes 
towards God and man, I shall, however, have a 
chance to exhibit more and more your robberies, , 
and to publish to the world that infamous charac- 


ter, which you hide most cautiously, but which 
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solemnly proclaims the Roman Catholic church to 
be aden of cruel thieves ! 

But see what your Anti-christian Rome shall be 3 
one day. 


She is fallen ! she is fallen from the height of her glory ! 
And lowly in ruin she lies ; ‘ 

No more shall her greatness be sounded in story— 
No more shall her praises arise. 


One moment beheld her in brightness and beauty, 
Erecting her head undefied : 

*Tis past—and the storm in the zeal of its duty 
Has blasted the bloom of her pride. 


In the red flames of vengeance her temples are blazing, 
The smoke of her torment ascends, 

And the scythe of destruction her glory is razing, 
And widely her ruin extends. 


Bewailing and wonder, distraction, and weeping, 
At once from her millions arise ; 

As the breath of Jehovah is suddenly sweeping 
Their favourite, their joy, from their eyes. 


But shout, O ye heavens! with rapture and gladness, 
Your harps and your voices employ, 
_ And light, in the flame of her ruin and sadness, 
. The torch that shall kindle your joy. 


For she, the deceiver, the harlot of nations, 
So shameless, so wanton before, 
Like a millstone has sunk by her own fornications ; 
Her glory shall dazzle no more. 
GILES. 


AN ECHO FROM THE VATICAN. 
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Christ—the Scripture—our own Hearts—and 
Pope’s Devices, are the four things that should be 
first and most studied and searched ; if any cast off 
the study of these, they cannot be safe here, nor 
happy hereafter. A christian should do his best to 
discover the fulness of Christ, the holiness of the 
sacred volume, ‘the emptiness of the creature and 
the snares of the great deceiver, the pretended suc- 
cessor of Peter; for, from the power, malice, and 
skill of Lucifer and the Pope proceed all the soul- 
killing plots, devices, stratagems, and machina- 
tions, that are in the world. A rational being 
ought to ask of God above all things his favour, 
which is life; and his loving-kindness, which is 


better than life: he ought to ask him to teach him 
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more of himself, of his greatness and goodness, 
that he may love him more, and serve him better ; 
he ought to think seriously upon divine things, 
and his great desire should be to embrace chris- 
tianity in its pure form; he would naturally feel 
that no system of faith is entitled #0 this appella- 
tion that is not built upon the pure and unadul- . 
terated word of God, which contains the preaching | 

of Christ, and the preaching and epistles of the 
Apostles of the primitive church of Christ. He 
would soon perceive, that the articles of the church 
of England agreed with the christianity of the 
bible, and that she required nothing to be re- 
ceived as an article of faith, which could not 
clearly be proved thereby, and that her creeds 
were the old creeds, viz., the Apostle’s creed, the 
Nicene creed, and the Athanasian creed, and that 
she only adopted these, because they could be 
proved by, and were built upon the word of God : 


bo 
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he would be deeply convinced that her system of 
religion is the good old Christian religion: and - 
that she is, indeed, an apostolic church. 

The christian religion, without contradiction, 
teaches doctrines worthy of all acceptation; for it 
contains glad tidings of great joy ; and who is not 
willing to entertain such a message? It opens a 
door for joy to creatures in the most deplorable 
condition, who by sin had the most dismal pros- 
pect ; and who like Adam would endeavour to 
hide themselves from the presence of the Lord; 
and in the end without any gleam of future hope 
of deliverance from death and sin. But the 
gospel sets in view, for every returning sin- 
ner, the favour of an offended God, the fulness of | 
the promises ; all that is necessary to make him 
safe by the way, and happy at the end of it, as 
freely given him, in, and with Christ. The gospel, 
| agreeable to its name, contains no other than good 
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tidings to those who give it a proper reception ; 
the declarations of terror made in it shall reach 
only to those who reject or neglect the salvation 
. avhieh it offers by Christ... When-on the other 
hand a christian comes to examine the Roman, 
catholic creed of Pope Pius IV., and the Breviary 
and other books of devotion, the Conciliar decrees 
and ceremonies of the Roman catholic church, he 
will discover therein, so many doctrines opposed 
to the word of God, so much creature-worship and 
will-worship, so much that savours of heathen- 
ism, fanaticism and priestcraft, that he will be 
thoroughly convinced that the Roman catholic 
religion cannot be the good old christian religion,’ 
_and that the church of Rome has long ceased to 
be an Apostolic church. 
"The church of Rome began to decay in the fol- 
lowing order :—in the third and fourth centuries, 


when she patronized St. Anthony’s fanaticism, 


and recorded -her sanction of monkery.. She 
decayed in the fifth and sixth centuries, when . 
she sanctioned the worship of the Virgin, as the 
Queen of Heaven, and perpetuated in the reli- 
gious veneration and prerogatives and invocation 
of the Virgin and the Saints, the semblance 
and substance of the worship of the female 
deities and of the demon-worship of the ancient 
Pagans of Rome and Italy. She decayed in the 
sixth century, when Gregory the Great declared 
that images were books for the ignorant ; and 
in the seventh century, when his successor 
took the title of Universal Bishop, denounced by 
the aforesaid Gregory as the mark of Anti-christ. | 
._ She decayed in the eighth century, when the 
‘second council of Nice decreed that a religions 
“veneration was due to images. She decayed in the 
ninth century, when certain of her clergy intro- 


duced and maintained the doctrine of transubstan- 
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tiation. She decayed in the tenth century, when 
the Bishops of Rome were appointed, as is re~ 
corded by Cardinal Baronius,* by an abandoned 
courtezan. She decayed in the eleventh century, 
when the clerical discipline of her ministers at 
Rome was so relaxed, that Cardinal Baronius + 
compares them to foxes and wolves, and wild.“ 
beasts ; and when the imperious Hildebrand strove. 
to set up the Papal above the Imperial power. 
She decayed in the twelfth century, when the 
Abbot St. Bernard, as we find in the Roman 
breviary, described the Virgin Mary as ‘ Opening 
the bosom of her mercy to all, that all might receive 
of her fulness: the captive redemption ; the sick, 
healing ; the sorrowful, consolation; the sinner, 
pardon; the just, grace; the angel, joy; and 
spoke of her as “ The woman promised of old by 


* Baron. Annal. Eccl. A.D. 912. 
+ Baron, Annal. Eecl. A.D. 1075, 
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God, as about to bruise with the foot of her virtue 
the head of the old serpent.” She decayed in the 
thirteenth century, when by the fourth council of | 
Lateran, transubstantiation was made an arti- 
cle of faith, and auricular confession was enforced 
as a positive duty; and the extermination of 
heretics was recommended; and when immedi- 
ately after the council a bloody Crusade headed by 
Simon de Monfort, aided by St. Dominic, was 
instituted, which destroyed by fire and sword, tens ~ 
of thousands of the Albigenses and Waldenses, » 
who protested against Romish errors. She de- 
cayed in the fourteenth century, when the corrup- 
tions of the popes, and regular and secular clergy 
were such that St. Bridget (Book i, chap. 41,) 
introduces Christ, in her revelation, as declar- 
ing of the Pope, that he was worse than Lu- 
cifer, more unjust than Pilate, more cruel than 
Judas, and more abominable than the Jews ; 
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as complaining that the wall of Jerusalem 

that is to say of his church, in other words, the 
bodies and souls of christians were destroyed ; as 
complaining of the conduct and conversation of | 
monks, that his wisdom and precepts appeared 
vain to them, his commandments burdensome to 
them, that they violated their profession and pro- 
faned his law (Book vi. ch. 26.) The church of 
Rome decayed, also, when, in the latter part of 
the fourteenth century, a most abominable schism 
in the Popedom divided western Christendom, and 
gave rise to the most indescribable discord, and 
disorders, and excesses of every kind. She decayed 
in the fifteenth century, when the principle of 
cruel persecution was consecrated by the council 
of Constance, who condemned Huss and Jerome, 

and handed them over to the secular arm, to be 
committed to the flames, when the great object of 


the Pope was to prevent the reformation of the 
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church; when popes contended with councils, 
and councils denounced popes; and when the 
corruptions of the church of Rome were the theme — 
of general lamentation. She decayed in the six- 
teenth century, when, in Italy, France, Spain, and 
Belgium, the light of the reformation was ex- 
tinguished by fire and sword, and when the council 
of Trent put her seal to Romish errors, and by 
binding them up with Roman Catholic infallibility, 
extinguished for ever all hope of doctrinal reforma- 
tion. 

Hence we feel ourselves to be imperatively 
called upon to protest against the Church of Rome, 
and to repeat with the voice of earnest supplication, 
to every professing Roman Catholic, who has 
ears to hear, the Apocalyptic warning ‘‘ Come out 
of her, my people, lest ye become partakers of 
her plagues.” 

Yet what glaring differences prevail between the 
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modern Roman Catholic faith and the old faith of 
the apostolic church of Rome, in the days of the 
Apostle Paul! Itis written, Jesus Christ ‘ gave 
some apostles, and some prophets, and some 
evangelists; and some pastors and teachers; for 
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” 
In the apostolic church of Rome, there were 
bishops, and priests, and deacons; but now we 
behold Cardinals, Archbishops, Bishops, Arch- 
deacons, ibreyperie Benedictines, Dominicans, 
Franciscans, Carmelites, Jesuits, Vicars Apostolic, 
Flagellants, Inquisitors, Chancellors of the Pope, 
Vice-chancellors, Keepers of the Seals, Masters 
of the Ceremonies, Bearded Monks, Prothono- 
taries, officers of every kind, the Sacred College 
of Cardinals, Chamberlains, Knights of St. Peter, 
Knights of the Golden Spur, Valets of the 


_ Chamber, Grooms, Cooks, Door-keepers, Choris- 
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ters, Guards of the Palace, of the Forest, of the 
Chase, Street Porters, the Life Guard, the Guards 
of the Iron Gates, of the Secret Apartment, of 
the Secret Garden. So many notaries, revisers, 
writers of abridgements, lawyers, solicitors,— 
even dames of honor, and thousands of other 
people that I decline to mention, provided with 
new employments unknown every where but at 
Rome, who are, alas! appointed to corrupt, to 
seduce, to deprave, to ruin, and to debauch inno- | 
cence and virtue. 

Surely, the Apostolic Peter, if he were to re- 
_ visit the earth, and to have all these new orders of 
clergy, and all these young females, paraded before 
; him at Rome, and in thousands of other mansions 
inhabited by bishops and prelates, he would be 
tempted to exclaim, in the language of one of the 
ancient fathers “ Whence are ye? Front what 


heaven have ye fallen ? What sea has thrown you 
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up? And probably to the Pope’s ladies—‘* What 
are you continually doing in those beautiful 
apartments ? 

Let us now compare the lowly Peter with the 


haughty Hildebrand, the love-breathing Stephen 


with the ferocious Dominic, the godly Paul with 


the fanatical Francis, the idol-hating John with 
Thomas Aquinas, who held that latria ought to 
be paid to the images of Christ: we will soon 
discern the same difference to exist, between the 
Saints of the New Testament and the Saints of 
Rome, as exists between the faith of the apostolic 
church and the doctrines of the Roman Catholic 
church. And if we read the lives of the Roman 
Catholic male and female Saints with their self- 


- torture, amd will-worship, and creature-worship, 


we shall be obliged to conclude, that such a faith — 


as theirs, never could’ have conducted them to 


eternal glory ; and that such a faith being neither 
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a sure nor a safe way to heaven, the church which 
had. canonized its professors could not be a holy 
or an apostolic church. 

» That the church of Rome was once‘anapostolical 
church, no reformed catholic is so ignorant as te 
deny ; and though the papal succession from St. 
Peter, if ever it existed, was totally lost in the 
tenth century, as we are instructed in the annals 
_of Cardinal Baronius ; and although all true 
apostolicity of commissions in the Roman catholic 
priesthood has been effaced, by their being com- 

missioned to preach an anti-apostolic Gospel ; 
still for as much as they universally assume to 

themselves a commission from the apostles, they 
unwillingly set their seals to their own apostacy. 

Such of the Romish priesthood as at the eve of the 
reformation shook off their allegiance to the anti- 
christian system, which they before upheld, obeyed 

the apostolic precept to be valiant for the truth, 
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and earnestly to contend for the faith once delivered 
to the saints. In acting thus, in conformity with 
the spirit and essence of christianity, they ex- 
changed. apostacy for apostolicity. With respect 
to the so-much vaunted episcopal succession of the 
church of Rome from the days of the Apostles, 
the same is possessed by the Greek church, which 
denies papal supremacy and the infallibility of the 
church of Rome, and in a great measure opposes 
Romish errors. With regard to signs and wonders, 
what shall we say of the lying miracles of Rome 
—of her winking pictures, and perspiring images, 
and walking Christs and Madonnas? As did the 
heathen priesthood with their wonderworking 
images, so do the priests of Rome_in Roman 
catholic countries, and so did they formerly in 
England also. If the Roman catholic church 
really possesses the power of working miracles, 


let her ministers go forth into the cities, and 


a 
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villages, and highways, as did the Apostles, 
and heal the sick, restore the sight to the blind, - 
activity to the lame, and life to the dead. 

The performance of miracles is the most lucra- 
tive of all speculations which are practised by the 
Roman catholic Priesthood ; and it is by such a 
system of imposition that falsehood extends its 
roots, and that the money is drawn from the 
pockets of the bigots, who blinded by an ignorant 
superstition, would take a whale for a sprat, should 
the Pope have the effrontery to call it such: yet I 
would ask the Roman catholics ‘‘ could the holiness 
of the Pope enable him to swallow the whale 
as a sprat?’? Some of them no doubt would 


have the imbecility to answer affirmatively : now 


what a laughable thing would it not be to hear 


them say, that a whale was confined in the holy 


I do insist that such imbeciles exist amongst 
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Roman catholics, as it is clearly proved by the 
following instance. A new priest, who was 
destined as a pastor in a village inhabited by 
mountaineers, being presented by his bishop to the 
Pope for obtaining the priestly orders, his holiness 
asked the simpleton what he would do in case 
that a fly should casually fall in the calix, whilst 
in the performance of consecrating the wine and 
wafer, for the celebration of the mass ; the 
answer was, that he would endeavour to swallow 
it, and that not succeeding, by force of repugnance 
in his attempt, he would cautiously take it out 
gently with two fingers, place it in the sacred 
plate, belonging to the communion cup, and 
burn it after the mass, entirely; the reply was 
very correct, as prefixed by the church of Rome: 
but, the Pope suspecting the knowledge and 
capacity of his young disciple, added—What 


would you do in case an elephant should 
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casually fall into your calix? who would believe 
it? the poor ignorant creature repeated word per. 
word all that he had previously stated concerning 
the fly. This swallower of elephants, no doubt, 
soon improved his mind at the school of priest - 
eraft!!! 

By reading the life of the Apostles, we will soon 
see how Popes differ from St. Peter, and how 
much the conduct of the ministers of the Romish 
church is contrary to that of the followers and 
disciples of Christ, 

History is one of the best repositories of useful 
knowledge and instruction for both the moral and 
political world; but Sacred History is very dif- 
ferent from profane, and infinitely superior to it. 
The former relates only human and temporal 
events; but the latter opens an intercourse be- 
_ tween Heaven and earth, and reveals the history 


of Divine Providence. The former regards only 
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the fate of particular nations, circumscribed within 
narrow bounds, and transmitted by partial writers 
in an imperfect, perhaps a fabulous manner ; but 
the latter, which is written by heavenly inspira~ 
tion, and is therefore Truth itself, gives an ac- 
count of the beginning of the world, and the 
original of man, and explains the great desion 
and end of his creation; it also extends our view 
beyond this transitory world, and points out the 
way to another and better, that new heaven and 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

The Apostles were persons, chosen by our 
Saviour upon his first entrance on his public 
ministry, to be witnesses of the purity of his life, of 
the doctrines he should teach, and of the miracles 
he should perform. Ye have not chosen me, says 
he to them, but I have chosen you to be my 
apostles and ambassadors ; and have ordained you, 


that you should go into the most distant countries, 
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and bring forth much fruit, im converting the 
world to the christian faith. 

As the Apostles were men of plain sense and 
sound understanding, they were capable of judging 
concerning the truth of the facts which were at- 
tested. They appear to have ever been present with 
Christ ; they heard all his words, they saw all his 
works; they attended him through his whole 
ministry ; they familiarly conversed with him, and 
actually saw him to make the blind to see, the 
deaf to hear, the lame to walk, and the dead 
to live; they witnessed that he was persecuted, 
condemned, and crucified. 

They had the same evidence too of his resur- 
rection from the grave; they knew him to be the 
very person with whom they had formerly con- 
versed. Their ears, and eyes, and hands con- 
vinced them, that it was their master who had 


died upon the cross: they saw and felt him ; they 
D2 
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ate and drank with him ; and during an intercourse 
of forty days, they had the same infallible proofs 
of his being then alive, as that he ever was alive 
at all. 

They had another stronger evidence of the 
power of Christ: the promise which our Lord had 
given them, that after his departure, he would 
send them another comforter, even the spirit of 
truth, who should guide them into all truth, which 
was effectually accomplished in them. They 
found themselves filled with the Holy Ghost ; and 
were convinced, by what they felt, of the divine 
power of Christ, and the truth of the Gospel. 
They found their sentiments quite changed, and 
their minds illuminated with a clear and distinct 
view of the Messiah and his kingdom. They 
found themselves enabled to speak all languages, 
and to work all miracles. These gifts of the spirit 


were real communications from heayen; of which 
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they were equally certain as they were of their 
own existence. 

Look into the characters of the Apostles, and 
you will find nothing of craft and deceit, no ap- 
pearance of fraud and wickedness, in any part of 
their behaviour. Their principles were worthy, 
and their religion rational: their tempers open 
and free, their manners humble and benevolent, 
and their sanctity pure and unblemished. They 
were not influenced by the love of fame, affd an 
ambitious hope of being distinguished as the heads 
and founders of a new sect. Instead of setting 
up for themselves, and acting as principals, in 
their own name, they expressly declared, we 
preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord: 
they ascribed to him the whole merit of what they 
said or did, and gloried in being the servants of a 
erucified master. 


They had no idea of gain and prosperity ; they 
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had no prospect of enriching themselves by the 
undertaking : on the contrary they had a contempt — 
for riches, they renounced all self-interest, and 
every worldly consideration. Instead of soothing 
the passions and prejudices of men, they preached 
plain naked truth, ungrateful to flesh and blood : 
and instead of courting the mighty and the noble, 
who might raise them to power and affluence, 
they preached to the weak and the base, who 
could do nothing for their advantage. The great 
end they had in view was, to recover mankind 
from idolatry and sin to the faith and obedience 
of the Gospel: and this end they pursued, at the 
hazard of every thing that was near and dear to 
them. They saw nothing before them, at their 
first setting out, but hatred and contempt, poverty 
and persecution: they left their friends and rela- 
tions; they left all they had, and wandered into 


all the quarters of the earth, exposing themselves 
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to infinite sufferings both from Jews and Gentiles. 
They welcomed every difficulty and danger which 
lay in the way of their great purpose, and at last 
sealed with their blood the doctrines which they 
preached. 

How ill the Popes, the pretended successors of 
St. Peter, and their priesthood, have observed 
those holy precepts, and followed the conduct of 
the Apostles! The Pope is entitled the ‘‘ Head 
of the universal church of Christ upon earth ;” 
which was never given to man, but which belongs 
to Christ only: the Romish Church ascribes to 
the Pope personal infallibility in matters of doc- 
trine, when he speaks ex cathedra, which is a 
divine prerogative ; and that, conjointly with the 
satisfaction and merits of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Roman Catholics are taught to trust in their own 
satisfaction and merits, and in the merits and 


satisfaction of the Saints. 
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At the fifth council of Lateran, the flatterers of 
the Pope were permitted, without rebuke, to ad- 
dress Julius II. and Pope Leo X. as Christ. 
Thus, as it should seem, just before the reforma- 
tion, clearly pointing out the Pope as the man of 
sin, who ‘‘ as God, sitteth on the temple of God, 
shewing himself that he is God.” —(2. Thess. ii. 4.) 
In a speech made before Pope Julius II. in this 
council, by Christopher Marcellus, as it is reported 
in Labbceus and Cossarte’s council, we find him 
thus addressing Julius—* For thou art the shep- 
herd, thou art the physician, thou art the ruler, 
thou art the cultivator, in short, thou art another 
Goicipon earth.’—“ Tu demque alter Deus in 
terris.” In the sixth session of the same council, 
we find Simon Begni, bishop of Modrush, thus 
speaking of Pope Leo X.—‘ But weep not, 
daughter of Sion, for behold the Lion of the tribe 
of Juda,” “the root of David,’ comes; behold 
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God has raised up for thee a Saviour, who shall 
save you from the hands of the spoilers.—We | 
have expected thee, O most blessed Leo, as the 
Saviour that was to come.” Baltassar del Rio, 
in the same council, thus addressed the same 
Pope :—‘‘ Like the lion, the king of quadrupeds, 
you, another lion, not another king of men only, 
but appointed the king of ings, and the monarch 
of the whole earth, would bring back, allure, and - 
recal to your fold other sheeps which are not of 
this fold.—‘‘ Gird thyself, therefore, with thy 
sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty.” In the 
ninth session of the same council, in the speech of 
the Rey. Father the Lord Anthony Pucci, are 
the following sentences :—“ although the sight of 
your divine majesty does not a little terrify me, 
who am beginning to speak.”—Again, ‘‘ Not 
ignorant that all power, both in heaven and earth, 


is given to you only by the Lord;” and again, 
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‘* As if that prophetical saying ought again to be 
fulfilled in you, the only true and lawful vicar of 
Christ and God ;”’—all the kings of the earth shall 
worship him, and all nations shall serve him.” 
Lastly, Stephen, Archbishop of Patras, in his 
speech, tells Leo,—“‘ all power is given to thee in 


” In this council it is said to 


heaven and earth. 
be (sess. xi.) ‘‘ necessary to salvation,* that all the — 
faithful of Christ be subject to the Roman 
Pontiff;” and that Christ, ‘‘ when he was about to 
depart from the world to the Father, appointed - 
Peter, and his successors his vicars, in the strength 
of the rock, whom, according to the testimony of 
the Book of Kings, it is so necessary to obey, that 
he who de not obey, should die the death—ut qui 
non obedierit, morte moriatur.” ‘The disreputable 
intrigues that ea at the council of Trent, 


* Dr. Delahogue says, that in spiritual things, this is the 
faith of every Roman Catholic.—(Tract. De Eccles. p. 264.) 
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are known to all who are acquainted with church 
history ; the low standard of morality which per- 3 
vaded the council, may be learned from what Dr. 
Delahogue states upon the authority of Pallavicini, 
viz., that, in the first instance, the council decreed 
(sess. 14) that, the servile fear of hell without any 
love of God, was sufficient for a valid absolution, 
although they afterwards modified their expres- 
sion, and left the matter doubtful, at the instance 
of a Spanish bishop—(Del. Tract. de Pen. page 
94.) So much for the Roman Catholic councils ! 
Itis evident that the Apostles were all brethren* 
by the precept of Christ, “* Omnes autem vos fratres 
estis.”’ Now, if the Apostles had no primate, but 
were equal in power, by the confession of Cyprian 
himself, and if to all of them it was said,+— 
“‘Feed my sheep and lambs, in preaching the 
* Matt. xxiii. 8. 


+ In reference to the simplicity of prelates. 
E 
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gospel ;” how, then, shall we give the primacy to 


one bishop over other bishops? St. Jerome 


says,* ‘ All bishops wherever they may be, both | 


in Rome and in Constantinople, &c., have the 
same merit, and the same priesthood.” St. 
Cyprian, in the above-cited place—‘ The Bishop 
_is one, and each has his own province wholly to 
himself.” By adecree of the council of Nice, 
‘the bishop of Rome has no more right over 
other churches than other patriarchs have.” The 


council of Carthage took good care not to call any 


Bishop Primus or Pope. Gregory himself} calls 


any one who sets himself up above his brethren, 


_ sacrilegious, arrogant, profane, Anti-christ, king 


of pride, Lucifer. Gregory VII. calls this supe- 


riority of power, an invention of the devil in 


spiritual things. Christ alone has power : we are. 


* Letter to Avorio. 
+ Lib. iv. Let. 76. 78. 79. 
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publishers, or, at the most, administrators. And, 
in the primitive church—when were bishops, or 
prelates, or priests, ever made for the sake of 
honour? They were made to seek the things of 
Jesus Christ, and not to seek their own things, as 
at this day is but too manifestly and scandalously 
apparent! And does infallibility consist in this ? 
No, unless we wish to utter blasphemy. All 
those only enjoy infallibility as a privilege, whom 
God is pleased to set apart for the manifestation of 
his will and word, which we now find in the 
Scripture. The church, therefore, says St. Au- 
gustine, must search for it in the writings of Pro- 
phets and Apostles, and there the Catholic church 
may be found, and then may it justly be called 
apostolic ; and not in Bishops or in Popes, because 
then itis episcopal or papal. The Scripture alone, 
therefore, is infallible, and whoever proves the 


truth thereby, does it legitimately and with just 
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inference. Yes, the Apostle says,* ‘ All Scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works.’ Would we, then, speak of the 
church? Let us do it by the Scripture, as St. 
Augustine said to the Donatist heretic ;} “ Let 
not (he said) these words be perceived among 
us; I say it, or thou sayest it; but, rather, these 
things saith the Lord—there let us seek the church 
—there let us discuss our cause.” St. Jerome 
does not call{ the sayings of men authentic tradi- 
tions elicited by the word of God, unless they be 
authorized by sacred scripture. Let the Scrip- 
ture be appealed to, said Ambrose to the Emperor 


* 2 Tim, iii. 15, 16, 
t C. 8. as to the unity of the church. 
t Lib. iii. c. xiv; Haggai i. 
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Gratian ; let Apostles, Prophets, and Christ be 
appealed to. Let us not, then, believe every © 
spirit,* but let us prove the spirits if they be of 
God, inasmuch as many false prophets have gone 
out into the world. ‘‘ Examine if ye be in the 
faith.}”’ «Exclaim not, as the Hebrews did, ‘‘ We ~ 
have Abraham for our father.”{ Our leader is 
the infallible one, and therefore the road which 
appears right leads not to damnation. 

That whatever Jesus said and promised to 
Peter, he said and promised to his successors, is 
false, since his successors would then have equal 
authority with Peter ; and as Peter was holy, so 
all his successors would likewise be holy. No, I 
do not call to mind anything in the pontiffs in 
reality resembling Peter, except their threefold 


*]T, John iv. I. 
} 2. Cor. xiii. 5. 
t Matt. iii: 9... 
ee et ot ‘ 
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and persevering denial of Christ. They have 
even denied all scriptures, and thus every good 
thing with the author thereof. No; that which 
became prophets does not become priests, and 
interpreters of Apostles; and, in the same way, 
that which became Apostles as a privilege, becomes 
no other mortal unless God so declare, as was 
declared to the Apostles by the Ruler himself; 
who is the way, truth, and life. Not because 
Paul was a chosen vessel of election, so declared 
by Christ,* are his successors likewise such. 
But they shall be, if they heartily follow Christ, 
and zealously preach the sacred Scriptures—this, 
not papal presumption, makes the successors of the 
Apostles infallibles. 

Cardinal Gerdilsays much respecting innovators, 


but, if he says anything which is true, it is only of 


* Acts. iv 1d. 
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Romish innovators, and not. of the church of 
England, which is regulated according to the prin- 
ciples of the sacred Scripture and of reason, which 
is not corrupt, but dispassionate and humble before 
God. 

I. Because in the English church, is not admit- 
ted the ignorant and depraved spirit of private 
interpretation, which the Apostle St. Peter,* 
condemns, saying—‘‘ Which they who are un- 
learned and unstable wrest.”’ But it cannot con- 
form itself to Rome, which has for a long time but 
too scandalously placed in doubt the book of God, 
and condemned it as poisonous to individuals, 
although they be learned and steadfast, and would 
make itself the sole witness of God’s word; as if 
God had not stated with clearness as much as is 
needful to eternal salvation ; a supposition con- 
trary to the opinion of Augustine, in the letter to 


«2 Pet. iii, 17. 
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Volucian, as related by Lacy in the above-cited 
epistle of St. Peter—‘‘The profundity of the 
Scripture,” saith the Father, ‘isso great, that I 
might daily gather profit by it, even when | had 
made every effort perfectly to understand it, be- 
ginning in my infancy, and continuing even to 
extreme old age, and applying thereto all my study 
and all my application, without ever being diverted 
therefrom by other things. Not that it is difficult 
to find the things which are necessary to salvation, 
but because, when each shall have learned the 
faith, without which he cannot live well and reli- 
‘giously, there still remaineth to be learned an 
infinity of things which are hidden under mys- 
terious veils, &c.’’ The Scripture, therefore, is 
clear ; there the faith of each one must be acquir- 
ed; it is this which teaches us to live religiously. 
Do you believe St. Augustine? Yes! Then you 


Se 


abhor the blasphemies of Rome. 
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The unlearned ought to have Scripture, and 
where they do not understand it, they ought to 
resort to the learned. The unstable, if they abuse 
it, will then be subject to the vengeance of God. 
We must not do evil that good may result there- 
from, if indeed it be so. St. Paul saw this evil, 
and yet did not prohibit the perusal of the Scrip- 
ture; and if an Apostle did not, how shall a Pope 
do it? Perhaps he is greater than an Apostle ? 
Perhaps more holy, and has the Holy Spirit even 
as St. Peter had ? 

The abuses of Rome are not simply those of 
discipline, but of doctrine, as appears in her having 
placed, in the number of the sacraments, matri- 
mony, extreme unction, orders, the chrism and 
penance, without any proof from sacred Scriptures. 
It will not be desired, (indeed all Romish theolo- 
gians do themselves affirm it), that Christ alone 


could, and in fact did institute the form and de- 
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termined the matter of each sacrament. But, 
who can show the form and matter in matrimony, 
the chrism and penance, and extreme unction ? 
In what part of the sacred Scripture does such a 
dream exist ? 

2. Where the innovators err, they are not ad- 
mitted into the Catholic and Apostolic church of 
England, which is one, holy and visible, by the 
sacred Scripture, and therefore in this there is a 
security arising from Scripture, the Word of God, 
and not from purely human councils, (many of 
them contrary even to reason itself), or from 
Popes and unauthenticated traditions. 

The clergy of the English church exercise their 
ministry as the Apostles did,* and dispense the 
true divine mysteries as the Apostles command 
Titus.} 


* Acts. xvi. 45 Acts xx. 
tT TitusAiaod, 11D 5 iv: 
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In the above church exists the unbroken sue- 
cession of the priesthood by the confession of the : 
church of Rome itself ; because bishops, successors 
of the Apostles, have never been wanting: and 
therefore, if Hilarius, Athanasius, Bazil, Nazian- 
zen, Chrysostom, and Cyril, were to arise from 
the dead, (as Cardinal Gerdil says), they would 
recognize it as the true church of Christ, but they 
could not recognize as such the church of Rome, 
as she retains almost nothing of Christ ; and par- 
ticularly they would not recognize the Pope, who 
wishes to be called Master, Doctor, Father, in the 
very sense in which Christ only ought to be so 
called, and which he has prohibited to every one 
else.* : | : hee 

It is but too true that this system was begun, 
and even well advanced, before the time of 


od 


* Matt. xxiii. 8; ix. 10. 
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St. Chrysostom, since he is constrained to con- 
fess, ‘“‘these titles may appear of very small 
moment, but they are nevertheless the cause of 
the greatest calamity, and it is this which has 
destroyed many cities and many churches. For 
' this cause I cannot restrain my fears whenever I 
hear mention of his love of the first places, and his 
desire to be saluted by all, because I remember in 
the very act what evils have been produced in the 
church of God from this sad souree, and it is not 
necessary that I should recount present calamities, 
since persons but a little advanced in life have 
already seen them with their own eyes.*” The 
Pope is infallible! These diabolical titles have 
insensibly, yea evidently, been the cause that from 
the name he has passed on to the act of becoming 


Master, Doctor, and Father, in usurping the 


* Quoted by Lacy in the above chapter of Matthew. 
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power of Christ, the Holy Spirit, and God, and 
sanctifying the ashes of the dead, and images, in 
the invention of new doctrines, and in lowering 
the sacred Scriptures, with a view to exalt false 
traditions and human doctrines, contrary even to 
reason. 

Because St. Peter condemns the interpretation 
of Scripture by ignorant and unstable men, Gerdil, 
in particular, wishes to prohibit the perusal of the 


word of the New Testament of our Lord, as if 


the Pope and Cardinals were learned, not only — 


above men, but even above God, Christ, and the 


Holy Spirit, who not only*do not’ prohibit:the ~~ 


perusal of the Scriptures, and reserve them for 
the Pope only, and for any whom he pleases, (as 
if he and his priesthood carried at least the Holy 
Ghost in their bosoms), but commanded that 
they should be read continually, and by every one, 


under pain of exclusion from the kingdom of 
E 
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heaven. Hence if, according to Gerdil, it is very 
evident that the books of the New Testament were 
not written and directed to the faithful with this 
kind of expression, ‘‘ Take them, read them, and 
interpret them according to your own fancy ;”’ 
neither was it said to them, ‘ you shall not have 
them before you without license from the Pope; 
read them not, because they are obscure; but 
rather, you shall have them near you as my Testa- 
ment, as my laws, of which you must one day 
render an account. Woe to you if you abuse 
them ; and woe to the ignorant, who do not en- 
deavour to procure light, first from me, and then 
from men, that they may understand my will in 
the Scriptures !” : 

The wicked abuse the very name of God, but it 
is not therefore necessary to leave it unpronounced! 
Because, perhaps, the sun is injurious to weak eyes, 


is it therefore necessary to remove the sun from 
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the heavens? Yea, can the sacred Scriptures 
occasion more injury to the ignorant and incon- 
stant than innumerable sermons and other dis- 
~~ courses of men and books, for the most part worthy 
only of the flames? Perhaps God has not known 
how to speak clearly, cautiously, learnedly, chaste- 
ly? Yea, isit necessary that his word shoalahy all 
means be aided by man? No, certainly, and no 
Christian will give his assent to such blasphemy, 
such stupidity, and impiety, since this is not the 
way to prevent the wicked from abusing the 
sacred Scriptures and the unlearned from erring ; 
but rather, at the proper time, teach them to 
children at school, that, by a knowledge of their 
sanctity, and a habit of understanding them by 
means of their masters, they may acquire devotion 
and faith in the word of God. 

Let at least every head of a family have the 


Scriptures, that they may be read at home; and 
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where they are not understood, let pepeente be 
made to ministers, whose indispensable official 
duty it is to explain them to every one. Delight- 
ful consolation for a father to have in his house 
the word of God, where every thing is provided 
for the temporal and spiritual life of his beloved 
family ! 

A religious man is indeed compelled to lament 
the lot of Roman Catholics. For the Scriptures 
were carefully withheld from the Romish subjects, 
and little studied by the priests, many of whom 
are, in fact, totally ignorant of the word of God. 
Worship is performed in Latin, which scarcely 
any understand. Incense perfumes the air; gold 
and jewels, and magnificent pageantry dazzle the 
eyes; melodious sounds and music fall upon the 
ear; but the mind is unenlightened, and the 
heart unimpressed. Faith has to do with little 


else than the ‘‘ lying wonders” by which a system 


of impudent trickery is upheld; hope rests on the 
intercession of Saints, the power of priestly abso- ~ 
lution, and the efficacy of prayers for the dead ; 
charity is reserved for those, and those only, who 
bow the knee before the ‘‘ man of sin.’’* 

The Romish histories themselves relate almost 
thousands of examples, where some have been con- 
verted by only hearing a sentence of Scripture, 
and it may be without much understanding it. Yes! 
it contains in itself a sure unction of the Spirit of 
God. I even say, and strongly affirm, that man 
who humbly reads the sacred Scripture, shall un- 


doubtedly have the assistance of God, that he may 


* Chevr. La Guidara feels great satisfaction in repeat- 
ing here this correct statement, which appeared in his 
former work entitled “ A Voice from Italy,’ page 19, pub- 
lished in January, 1843, for having caused the controversy 
which was rashly addressed to him by the zealous Romish 
Pastor of Reading, in the Berkshire Chronicle. 
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understand it and profit by it. We have an ex- 
ample thereof in the Scriptures themselves, in the 
person of the chamberlain baptized by St. Philip.* 
But what? Does God new, perhaps, no longer 
think of these things to work such miracles; but 
solely to perform miracles where the contest is 
respecting the authority of the church of Rome, 
which has prohibited the sacred Scripture, saying | 
that Popes and councils are above it, and that the 
Pope is infallible in the invention of the mass and 
purgatory? O impious imposture! O ye Scribes 
and Pharisees, who say, as to the Scriptures, we 
must be content with venerating them, but all 
instruction must be taken from the Talmud, and 
from the Rabbis who are more learned than God ! 

The ministers of the reformed Catholic church, 


who are convinced of their obligation in promoting, 


* Acts vili. 26. 
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as far as their influence reacheth, the life and sub- 
stance of religion, were always active in order to . 
make men real, instead of merely nominal chris- 
tians. This, however, cannot be expected, unless 
the doctrines and precepts of religion be clearly 
explained. Christianity must be understood, be- 
fore it can be properly received; and even the 
least improvement either in faith or practice, de- 
pends upon knowledge. 

It would be an unhappy case, when they who 
have the training up of the lowest, but most 
numerous part of the community, should fall 
short of that important trust: yet there would be 
reason to apprehend, that the failure in education 
arises not so much from the want of capacity in 
those who are to learn, as from the want of skill 
in those who are to teach. To improve the reason, 
and form the growing mind, is indeed a difficult 


science ; it requires a clear judgment, a diligent 
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attention, and a prudent address. A master must 
fully understand what he professes to teach, and 
be capable of explaining in free and easy language 
the books which he puts into the hands of his 
pupils. He must cherish an affectionate concern 
for their welfare, and consider how much their 
happiness depends upon the faithful execution of 
his office. He must make himself acquainted 
with their humour, their disposition, and talent ; 
and regulate his conduct accordingly. He must 
adapt their lessons and exercises to their capacities, 
and, instead of resting in a formal reading, or 
verbal repetition of them, must study, by all 
means, to convey meaning and sentiment together 
with the words, and impress them deeply on the 
heart. 

The infant mind must be gently and gradually 
instructed. Some notions of religion must be 


early insinuated into it; and the more simple and 
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consistent these are the more success may be ex- 
pected. The difficulty is to find proper yet plain 
words to convey true ideas ; to suit our expression 
and address to the temper and apprehension of 
children. No instruction can be profitable if it be 
not comprehended, or if it weary, embarrass, or 
mislead them. A teacher cannot be too intelligi- 
ble: he must explain every term and phrase which 
occurs; he must not let a thought or a word pass, 
till it be understood; he must clear every step of 
the way as he proceeds, and lead them on gently 
by the hand from one degree of knowledge to 
another. Thus indeed they will go on slowly, but 
still they will go forward; and whatever is done 
will be well done. 

In the school of Christ, as well as in any human 
science, the business must be done by insensible 
degrees ; a little one day, and a little another ; 


line upon line, and precept upon precept; thus 
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they will grow in knowledge, as they do in stature, 
and become well-established christians; for ac- 


cording to the just and beautiful observation of an 


. excellent master,* “the minds of children are like 


vessels with narrow necks, which receive but little 
liquor, when it is poured upon them in abundance ; 
but are insensibly filled, if it is poured in gently, 
and as it were drop by drop.” ) 
As the language of facts is more persuasive and 
powerful than that of words, great care must be 
taken in explaining the stories of the Bible, and 
imprinting them on the heart. By proper ob- 
servations on the character of true christians, the 
understandings and inclinations of youth, may be 
easily trained to goodness, and their memories en- 
riched with powerful incitements toit. They may 


be fortified against the contagion of false prejudices 


* Quintilian. 
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and vicious customs; and be confirmed in this 
important maxim, that virtue is the real good of 
man. 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God. 

Inspiration is a divine influence, conveying to 
the mind such a degree of knowledge, as it could 
not, at that time, have attained by the usual exer- 
cise of its faculties. The Apostles and the Evan- 
gelists wrote under this sacred influence; and 
christians in all ages have reverenced their writings, 
and constantly appealed to them, as the infallible 
oracles of God. 

If God sent his son from heaven with a divine 
revelation for the benefit of all men, would He not 
take care that the doctrines he taught, and the 
facts which confirmed his mission, should be pre-. ° 
served in authentic records? If He intended, that 
the Scriptures should be a standard of faith, and 


a rule of life, for the instruction of all nations and 


72 


all ages, would He not guide the hands of his pen- 
men, and secure them from error? It is certain 
that the Apostles received a supernatural assist- 
ance in preaching the Gospel; for God himself 
bore witness to them, enabled them in a moment, 
by the effusion of the Holy Spirit, to speak an 
amazing variety of languages, and to work all 
kinds of miracles: and it is reasonable to suppose, 
that less care would be taken of their writing than 
of their speaking ? We have strong reason there- 
fore to conclude, that the Apostles wrote as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost ; and that the Scrip- 
ture is not the word of man, but the word of God. 
And as God is a Being of infinite knowledge, who 
cannot be deceived Himself, and of infinite good- 
_ness, who will not deceive his creatures, it follows 
that His word, like Himself, is light and truth, 
and in it is no falsehood or error at all. 


Several disputes have been raised concerning 


the nature and degree of the Inspiration of Scrip- 
ture: but the plain account of the matter seems 
to be, that in cases which were entirely new to the 

Apostles, and beyond their understanding, they 

wrote from the immediate suggestion of the Holy 

Spirit : and in cases, where they themselves had 
perfect knowledge, that sacred Person only so far 

presided over their minds, as to secure them from 

mistake and error, leaving them to the free use of 
their own reason, and to express their thoughts in 

their own words. 

What a satisfaction must it be to have in our 
hands a book, containing the express will of God 
concerning us! What a comfort to be safely 
guided through the mazes of ignorance and dark- 
ness, andto have the word of truth for a lamp to 
our feet, and a light to our paths! How thankful 
should we be for it! How careful to direct our 


thoughts and actions by it! How attentive in 
G 
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perusing those holy oracles, which offer peace and 
pardon to the penitent, and bring life and immor- 
tality to light! 

The church of Rome, as it has been before 
proved, debars the people from reading the Bible ; 
she locks up the Scriptures from them, and takes 
the key of knowledge out of their hands, insisting, 
that they have no right to judge for themselves in . 
matters of faith, and ought to submit implicitly to 
her interpretations and decisions. ‘The members 
of that church endeavour to support this opinion 
by two or three texts in the New Testament: so 
that they would convince you from Scripture, that 
you have no right to judge of Scripture; which 
is a manifest absurdity, an injustice without ex- 
ample, a ferocious cruelty.—But only consider.— 
When St. Paul tells you, prove ail things, does it 
mean, shut your eyes, and follow the directions of 


_ the church blindfold ? When our Saviour tells us, 
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search the Scriptures, does He mean, never look 
into them at all? And when He says, why even of. 
yourselves judge ye not what is right, does he com- 
mand us to believe without enquiry, and to receive 
the doctrines of others, without using our own 
reason and judgment ? 

Ah let us attend to the practical design of the 
- sacred writings ; for the end of all instruction, of 
all revelation itself, is the love and practice of: 
virtue. This is the life and soul of all true 
religion ; the very essence of that last and best 
dispensation of the Gospel, which is that Grace of 
God which bringeth salvation, teaching us to live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world. 
And then only shall we have studied the Scriptures 
profitably and effectually when we have learned 
to practice the wisdom which is from above and 
purified our souls in obeying the truth through the 
Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the brethren. 
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To our own weak endeavours for this important 
purpose, we should add frequent and fervent 
prayers to God for the powerful assistance of that 
good Spirit, who indited these holy writings, and 
make use of that admirable collect, which the 
church recommends to those who desire to grow 
in the knowledge of religion, in the fear and love 
of God, and preserve a true faith in spite of the 
snares continually laid for us by the Pope and his 
misguided priesthood. 

- Blessed Lord, who hast caused all Holy Scrip- 
tures to be written for our learning, grant that we 
may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest them; that by patience and 
comfort of thy holy word, we may embrace and 
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen.” 


> 
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SOME OF THE CHIEF ERRORS AND ABUSES ORI- 


GINATED BY POPES AND COUNCILS, AND OF ~ 


THE IMPOSITIONS PRACTISED BY THE ROMISH 


~ CLERGY. 


Tuer ceremonial differences of the Roman 
Catholic church have been added since the days 
of the Apostles, and with respect to the differ- 
ences of discipline, there are endless yarieties in 
the discipline of the Dominicans, Franciscans, 
Jesuits, and the other monastic orders; and with 
respect to differences upon the more abstruse 
points of divinity—these subsisted between the 


Thomists and Scotists, &c. 


The Gospel, as set forth by the church of Rome 


at the present day, is manifestly a false gospel, 
which defrauds Christ of his glory and deludes the 
sinner who receives it; and her present unity, 


albeit not complete, evinces the greatness of her 
G 2 
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aay 


apostacy from the apostolic faith. ‘‘ Without faith 
it is impossible to please God.” (Hebrews xi. 6.) 
Therefore, the faith and religion by which a man 
may be saved is the true one; but by faith Paul 
must have meant the true apostolic faith. If then 
the apostolic faith please God, the Roman Catholic 
faith, which is so repugnant to the apostolic 
faith, cannot please Him. And, as the epistle of 
Paul to the ancient church of Rome, proves the 
gospel of the modern church of Rome to be a false 
gospel, so does his Epistle to the Hebrews com- 
pletely exterminate the Roman mass? What 
abomination! The priest, when he come up to the 
altar, bowing down, says ‘‘ We beseech thee, O 
Lord, by the merits of thy Saints, whose relics are 
here, and of all the Saints, that thou wouldest 
vouchsafe to forgive us all our sins. Amen.” Yet 
how many fragments of the carcasses of dogs, cats, 


and asses, may be worshipped during the mass !! 
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He says also:—‘‘ Receive O holy Trinity, the 
oblation which I make to thee in memory of the 
passion, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in honour of the blessed Mary, 
ever a virgin, .a great mediatrix between man 
and Christ, the queen of heaven, the empress of 
the universe, the lady and mistress of the world ; 
in honour of Blessed John Baptist, the holy Apos- 
tles Peter and Paul, and of all the Saints ; that it 
may be available to their honour and our salvation ; 
and may they vouchsafe to intercede for us in 
heaven. Amen.” 

Masses are invariably said for the souls of all 
whose relatives pay for them: Dr. Delahogue, 
late Divinity Professor of Maynooth, unhesita- 
tingly states, that as masses cannot profit the 
souls of those who are in hell, it is very dishonest 
in the priests to be paid for saying masses for any 


who are not in purgatory. Hence as they say 


masses for all, it is evident that their way isa 
broad way; and if it is a broad way, it cannot be 
the narrow way that leadeth unto life. 

The celebration of masses was a diabolical inven- 
tion: the priest accumulates with this robbery 
treasures, taking even many times the bread from 
the mouth of poor and superstitious men. There” 
is nothing to be obtained from God, without the 
celebration of a mass! Providence does not pro- 
tect mankind unless it shall be awakened by 
the cries of priests in a pompous mass, called 
Massa Grande; which is celebrated in music and 
attended by half a dozen at least of sacerdots richly 
dressed, but in such a ridiculous manner, really 

more proper for the attendance at a masquerade 

ball than for a Religious performance. 

It would be too tedious to refer to every purpose 
for which masses are celebrated: let it suffice to 


say, that the avidity for riches is so insatiable in 
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the Romish priesthood, that they have even in- 
vented the celebration of masses, for the sake of. 
brutes. In fact, it is publicly known, and can be 
yearly witnessed in Italy, by any one who should 
wish to bear ocular testimony of the impiety of 
the Roman Catholic church, that masses are 
celebrated in the day of St. Anthony for the pre- 
servation of beasts. Nothing is more laughable, 
although extremely repugnant to the sight and 
conscience, than to see an altar decorated before 
the church door and a crowd of priests assembled 
around it, whilst many thousands of horses, mules, 
asses, cows, and cattle of every kind, are paraded 
before them during all the time of the mass, covered 
with embroidered cloths and ornamented with all 
sorts of flowers. The sacrificing priest addresses 
loudly to God his prayers for the health of all those 
beasts attending the mass, he blesses them, casting 


profusely holy water on the head of each, and 


when he has to bless a donkey, the opinion of 
those country people being that this animal is of a 
very obstinate nature, he begs God that he may 
grant to the brute meekness and patience in his 
daily works, and not to be the cause of mischief 
and sad accidents. 

The Roman Catholic clergy, as I shall progres- 
sively prove, have departed out of the way, and 
are physicians of no value, ha¥ing hewn out to 
themselves broken cisterns incapable of holding 
the waters of salvation. 

I envy not these miserable trickers, these hypo- 
crites, these cruel men of fortune, who give their 
souls to Satan, for the short gratifications of this 
world, for the enjoyment of riches acquired with 
impositions, and many times by means of crime. 
- Ohno! I can pass by their splendid mansions 
without casting one lingering look, and feel com- 


pelled if I see them pass before me, to turn away, | 
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that my eye may fall on some less offensive objects. 
They lose by their misconduct more than they 
gain, and exchange the reputation of honour for 
the stigma of disgrace. They may love them- 
selves, but they will not gain the love of others; 
and though they may be surrounded by many who 
pay the homage of respect, and offer the incense 
of flattery, yet they secretly despise the objects of 
their adulation, and look forward to the day of 
their departure with more satisfaction than they 
receive the report of their improved health; as 
they calculate on gathering up the spoils which 
they will necessarily leave to be divided amongst 
them. No! ifI envy any, I envy the man whose 
heart is made of tenderness; who feels that it is 
more blessed to live in poverty than to accumulate - 
with robbery and pilfering, and to give to the 
poor than to receive by deceit the penny of the 


beggar ; I envy the man who is the living and the 
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active representative of Him, who went about 
doing good, whose ear is familiar with the tale of 
woe; and whose spirit goes forth, like the angel 
of mercy from the throne of the Invincible, to 
minister sympathy and relief to the mourning 
widow or the child of sorrow. 

It is evident that Romish priests estimate very 
little the value of their own souls, and do not 
prize that restorative scheme of mercy which has 
been given to us by the inspiration of the Almighty. 
A death-like stillness pervades the Popish priests 
on the momentous question which ought to 
absorb the attention of every intelligent mind— 
What must I do to be saved ? How, then, can we 
reasonably expect, that they who do not see the 
absolute necessity of Scriptural truth for the pro- 
motion of their own happiness and moral improve- 
ment, will cordially co-operate with others in its 


diffusion ? 
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If the course of vice were as reputable as it is 
infamous ; if it were as conducive to the promotion. 
of personal and domestic happiness as it is destruc- 
tive of it; if it yielded as much satisfaction as it 
produces misery ; and if it led to as much honour 
as it does disgrace—we should be at no loss to 
account for its resistless attractions. But when 
we have such palpable evidences of its demoraliz- 
ing tendency, and are compelled to witness so 
often its fearful and horrifying terminations, we 
are no less astonished than we are distressed, 
that. so many should be found to pursue it, and 
especially those who are chosen to guide and in- 
struct others But such is the awful height of the 
perversity of Romish priests, so much is their 
mind seized with the desire of accumulating riches, 
so much have they given themselves up to the 
dominion of their evil passions, so far have they 


advanced, with rapid strides, from one evil prac~- 
i 
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tice to another, that they feel too powerless to 
redeem themselves from their iniquities, and like 
the seducer, they wax worse and worse, corrupting 
others by their principles and their examples, till 
death comes to terminate their career, and fix their 
doom. ; 

But let us proceed in the collection of some of 
the chief errors, impositions, trickeries, and crimes 
of the Romish church, and turn to the bishops of 
Rome and behold them for centuries with their 
Crusades, and Inquisitions, and exterminating 
Bulls, and Decretals, and fire-breathing councils, — 
torturing, and burning, and massacring the saints 
of God, who cherished the Apostolic faith, and 
protested against creature-worship, and idolatry, 
and superstition, and pride, and priestcraft, and the 
lying wonders of the Papal church; and we shall 
see these sanguinary Popes, and their blood-stained 


church, when the seryants of God were scattered 
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and in exile, and mourning in secret, boldly arro- 
gating to themselves the title of the church of Christ, 
because, forsooth, the children of God were wit- 
nessing in retirement, as did the seven thousand 
who had not bowed the knee to Baal in the days 
of the prophet Elijah. Ah let us turn with dis- 
gust from a church thus drunken with the blood 
of the saints! 

“* Thou standest by faith ; be not high-minded, but 
fear ; for if God spared not the natural branches, 
take heed lest he also spare not thee.’’ The Roman 
Catholic church contumeliously opposes the posi- 
tive declarations of God’s word, and does most 
grossly misinterpret them where it serves her own 
purpose. Itis written, for instance, ‘“‘ This is my 
body, this is my blood,” Matt. xxvi. 28, and she 
pretends that by virtue of these words, provided 
only the priest intends it, every particle of the 


bread and every drop of the wine is transub- 
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stantiated into the body, blood, soul, and divinity 
of Christ. 

From the time when I was about nineteen years 
old, I began to see contradictions in the Papal 
view of the Lord’s Supper, if I wished to take it 
according to the definition given by the Roman 
theologians, and the Council of Trent. 

The words of Jesus Christ were taken as teach- 
ing transubstantiation by many who heard him, 
and therefore many of them went away; but they 
who had patience to wait, were favoured with an 
explanation, when Jesus said to them, “ It is the 
Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh profiteth nothing ; 
the words that I speak to you, they are spirit, and 
they are life.”* Therefore, spiritually and not 
carnally, it is angels’ bread—therefore it is eaten 
as angels eat. The Supper of the Lord is spiritual, 


and serves to nourish the soul alone, which is fed 


* John vi. 63, 
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only by spirit; and therefore, whosoever, with 
proper dispositions, eats thereof, is nourished to 
eternal life. In-all the details of Scripture, even 
after consecration, it is always called bread. Ifit 
had been physically His body, it would have 
physically profited, and no one would have died 
who had received it. St. Ambrose says, ‘‘the 
bread and wine are the same as they were ;” and 
Pope Gelasius, “‘ the nature of the bread and wine 
does not cease.’’ Theodoret, ‘‘ after consecration, 
the mystical mysteries and symbols do not abandon 
their nature ; but the substance, the figure, and the 
species remain.” Augustine, “that which you 
-see is bread and a cup.” So likewise Origen. 
~ Transubstantiation is ‘an invention of the sixth 
century, whereon the Council of Trent itself is 
contradictory, since it first says, ‘‘ Christ is in the 
supper transubstantially ;’’ and in another place, 


‘* Christ is in the supper in an explicable manner 
H 2 . 
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and ineffably :’’ it thus first expresses the mode 
determinately, and afterwards indeterminately. 
Roman Catholics must certainly admit that the 
body of Christ was determinate and limited, and 
his soul infinite. Now, how can they imagine that 
they, like the Divinity, can be, as it were, in every 
place at thesame time? Where isit found written 
that in the Supper there is the Divinity and the soul 
of Christ? Even admitting transubstantiation, 
where do we learn that what they call the accidents 
of bread and wine are so changed? A christian 
must believe Jesus Christ to be present spiritually 
and virtually in the Lord’s Supper. He must 
worship his God—the Trinity in Unity :—he will 
regard the Virgin, the Saints and Angels, as far 
as Scripture justifies, and as reason dictates ; but 
away with that fallacious dicta of men, invented 
in the twelfth century, in servile imitation of The 


Master of the Sentences, Peter Lombard, and the 
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other schoolmen, at the suggestion of whom, and 
not that of the Holy Ghost, the Councils of Lateran 
and Trent decreed in favour of transubstantiation, 
and the seven sacraments. 

We must therefore search for the Church in the 
Scriptures and not in Rome: not in the false 
traditions of those men, who have assumed to 
themselves authority without vocation, who have 
by intrigues entered through the windows and not 
at the door; and who are, therefore, robbers,* and 
their decisions consequently deceptive. Read the 
history of the Council of Trent, and the death of — 
Cardinal Crescentius, the second legate who pre- 
sided over it—not in Protestant historical books, 
but in Roman Ecclesiastical histories—although 
in these histories the whole object was to con- 
ceal the evil, and sometimes to sanctify it. Read 


who were the Popes in those days. Let us 


* John x, I. 


endeavour to be brethren in Christ, according 
to his doctrine, and not according to human doc- 
trine, which is full of imposture, and of gross 
deceit. St. Hilary, in his time, when writing 
against Crescentius, deplored the deceptive love 
which was felt for the walls of churches ; even 
then he feared that they would become temples 
of Anti-Christ, and therefore he exclaimed, that 
‘the mountains, forests, lakes, prisons, and whirl- 
pools were dear to him, and safer than the church 
which should wish to make itself the visible church 
of Christ.”” Pope Gregory Ve) when John, Bishop 
_ of Constantinople, wished to procure the appella- 
tion of Universal Bishop, replied—* If the church 
depend on one person, it will be ruined.” Read St. 
Bernard, and particularly his 88rd sermon on the 
Canticles, where he calls the servants of the Pope 
servants of Anti-Christ. Bacon calls the errors 


of his day the errors of Anti-Christ. The bro- 


93 


thers: Leo, who were much beloved at Rome, 
nevertheless call it that Babylonish harlot of the 
Apocalypse. Read the Platina of Adrian, a Roman 
bishop, wherein he confesses all the evil deeds of the 
Popes. Read Pichio for the errors of the mass. 
Read St. Augustine and Gerson, Chancellor of 
Paris, who deplore the false ceremonies introduced 
into the church, contrary to the Spirit of God. 
Read Lorenzo Lavalla, Il Marsiglio, &c., (for they 
are almost infinite in number, ) and not Lutherans, 
Zuinglians, or Calvinists; not, in a word, men 
adverse to the Church of Rome, but men who 
died in it, and in those errors which they recog- 
nised, solely for the sake of that vulgar, stupid, 
yet impious, saying, ‘“‘ Nay, but to change one’s 
religion is disgraceful! What will be said of 
me? I shall have no society!” But, Christ has 
declared, ‘‘ Every one who shall confess Him before 


men, him shall the Son of Man also confess before 
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the Angels of God: but he that denieth Me before 
men, shall be denied before the Angels of God.’’* 
Yes! the above named, as well as many others, 
clearly, and with reason, called the Pope that 
Anti-Christ, prophesied of by St. John in the 
Apocalypse; and so do many Italian and French 
theologians hold, who cannot and dare not trust 
themselves to speak openly, because some are 
under bondage, some are swayed by interest, and 
others are subject to the threats of fearful tyranny. 

It would be too tedious to refer to what irritated 
Romanists have themselves written against Rome, 
who have pictured the Holy Offices, having their 
banner distinguished by a cross and sword, or by 
a monk with swordinhand. Only reflect on that 
form of absolution and penance, drawn up by 
St. Dominic, as we read in the history of the Holy 
Office, and of the zeal of so holy a man as Romanists 


* Luke xii, 8, 9. 


will have him to be,—a zeal so opposed to the 
charity of Christ, of the Apostles, and of true 
christians,—a bitter zeal; and then go on ants 
reflect what would be the tyranny of his followers 
who were not holy, but perverse in every sort of 
crime. If the absolution of a holy man be so 
dreadful, what must have been, then, the con- 
demnatory sentences of his followers who were 


not holy ? 


DECREE OF ST. DOMINIC. 


** To all faithful Christians who shall have notice 
of the present letters, F. Domrnic, Canon of 
Osma, the least among preachers, health in J esus 
Christ! ai 

‘* By virtue of the authority of Signor the Abbot 
of Citeaux, Legate of the Holy Apostolic _ ae 
(which we are commissioned to represent,) we 


have granted reconciliation to the bearer of this 
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letter, Ponzio Roger, who by the Grace of God 
has renounced the sects of the heretics; and we 
have ordered him (he having previously promised 
to us with an oath to follow our orders) to allow 
himself to be conducted on three successive Sun- 
days, stripped of his clothes, by a priest, who shall 
proceed striking him with rods from the gate of 
the city to that of the church. We have, more- 
over, enjoined him the penance of not eating flesh, 
eggs, cheese, or any other aliment derived from 
the animal kingdom, during his whole life, except 
on the days of the Feast of Easter, Pentecost, and 
the Holy Nativity ; on which days we enjoin him 
to eat in token of aversion for his former heresy— 
to observe three Lents in the year, and at those 
seasons abstaining from fish; to fast three days in 
the week, abstaining from fish, oil, and wine, 
three days weekly during his life,” &c.* 


* “John. Ant. Florente in the history of the Holy Office,” 
tom. I. c. 4, art. 3, § 10. 
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Few instances concerning the penances inflicted 
upon the imbeciles who confess to the priests can 
here be given, which will more and more prove 
that the avidity of gain has brought the Romish 
Clergy to the most impudent excesses. Pardon, 
in fact, is almost a matter of bargain and sale; and 
the most cruel punishments are being continually 
inflicted on those who have no pecuniary means 
to purchase the absolution, by ordering at the hands 
of the priest the celebration of a great number of 
masses, or by giving to him many dollars to be 
distributed to the poor!!! 

A Confessor makes a poor man to scourge his 
flesh; kneel on the cold ground; wear a cross 
with a sharp edge, to pierce his skin, and draw 
out blood each time he presses it; he bids him to 
walk on his bare knees on beds of hard and sharp 
flints; he orders him to walk a great many miles 


barefoot ; to remain two full days without taking 
E 
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any nourishment whatever; and then to eat rice 
soup made very thin, not with a spoon, but by 
catching one per one the grains of rice with the © 
point of a pin; not to speak for a week ; to pass 
all one night in a cemetery, saying a pater noster 
at every tomb: and an infinite number of other 
similar cruel orders. If the person who confesses 
has stolen any thing, it must be given to the Con- 
fessor, who will dispose of it (as he says) for the 
benefit of the souls of dead sinners; and should 
the goods stolen be no more in possession of the 
robber, he then often runs the risk of being de- 
nounced by the priest to the police, and unex- 
pectedly captured, conducted to a court, tried, 
and hanged, or transported. 

The Roman Catholic writers grossly misrepre- 
sent the doctrines of the reformed Catholics, who 
protest against the anti-christian novelties of the 


Romish Church. They pretend, for example, 
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that members of the reformed oan hold 
that all sins are equal, because they strenuously 
contend that no sin is venial. But they know . 
full well, that the Reformed Church maintains that 
there are degrees of guilt, and that she does not 
consider the unpardonable sin against the Holy 
Ghost to be of equal malignity with sins of 
- omission only. What the Reformed Church does 
maintain is, that as every sin is a transgression on 
the part of man against the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, it involves in it a principle of re- 
bellion against the most high God, and therefore 
cannot be venial. Itis the principle of sin which 
is hateful, because it is neither more nor less than 
a principle of treason against heaven. The word 
of God condemns sin in its essence, and the 
Apostle James declares, that ‘“‘ whoever shall keep 


the whole law and yet offend in one point, he is 
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guilty of all.’* It is not written in the Bible 
that those liars only who tell great lies are hate- 
ful to God; but it is written, ‘‘ add liars shall have 
their portion in the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone.”}+ It is not written, ‘Thou 
shalt not steal when it works a notable wrong to 
your neighbour ;” { but “‘ Let him that stole steal 


’ 


no more; and again, ‘ Thou shalt not steal.” 
Exod. xx. The Roman Catholic doctrine is 
evidently an invention of Satan, and it is admir- 
ably calculated to familiarize the human mind with 
the principle of sin, and to pave the way for the 
commission of the greatest crimes. 

For, running through the various heresies of 
past ages, we find that scarcely any sect of 
heretics can be discovered, whose creed em- 

* James ii. 10. 


+ Apocalypse xxi. 8, 
t See Dr. Doyle’s Christian Doctrine. 
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braced so many heresies as are to be found in 
the twelve articles of Pope Pius’s creed, and in 
other Roman Catholic formularies of faith; it is 
visible that all that is essentially Roman Catholic, 
is but a bundle of Anti-Christian errors, partly 
borrowed from heathenism, partly from Judaism, 
partly the product of fanaticism, and in great part 
generated by priestcraft, resembling the beggar’s 
coat which he finds among the brokers, made up 
of party-coloured rags and patches, of a colour 
and quality altogether disproportioned. 

In referring to St. Paul’s Epistle to Timothy, 
where he sets forth the signs of the apostacy, the 
first which presents itself is, ‘“‘ The forbidding to 
marry.” 2 Tim. iv. 8. <A prohibition, which 
exists only in the Roman Catholic system. 
Here is to be seen the naked effrontery of the 
church of Rome, hi whilst she pretends to con- 


fer peculiar honour upon marriage, by numbering 
ip 


woe 
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it among the sacraments of the church, in defiance 
of the apostolic declaration, that ‘‘ Marriage is 
honourable in all,” has. decreed that it is not 
honourable in her priests; and in opposition to 
the apostolic precept, ‘‘ 4 bishop then must be 
blameless, the husband of one wife,” 1 'Tim. iii. 2., 
exacts vows of celibacy from all the,clergy and 
nuns. 

We have a precept to take a wife for the pur- 
pose of avoiding fornication, but none to abstain 
from such a step:* we are, moreover, not born 
to be confined in a determinate place, continually 
even unto death; as some of the poor nuns, whom 
the Romish Church shuts up, like ferocious ani- 
mals, in nunneries, and never allows them to 
stir a step beyond, but compel them to die there 
with bars in the windows, and under pain of ex~ 


communication, if not of other corporal punish- 


* I Cor. vii. 2. 
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ments. But then, that priests, and friars, and 
monks should be shameless adulterers, and die 
with such a deadly sin upon their heads, matters 
not! To make a vow of celibacy is an absurdity, 
except he who makes it be inspired of God. Read 
the Roman Breviary, where, on one festival, (I 
do not remember which,) you will find a lesson, 
extracted from a sermon by St. Athanasius, in 
which he says, “Christ proceeds from. virginity, 
and not virginity from Christ, it is a stranger on 
earth, and its country is heaven: we may have it 
in intention but not in performance; it may be 
desired and not practised: and if St. Paul did 
not prescribe it, who has power to do so?” ‘As 
to virgins, I have no commandment from the 
Lord,”* says St. Paul. This is entirely the sen- 
timent of the above ancient Father. I esteem, 


then, the vow of chastity a reproach, both before 


* Cor. vil. 25. 
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God and man; since, except by extraordinary 
grace alone, it cannot be kept. In fact, it cannot 
be denied that all the Fathers, moralists, and 
casuists, as well as Scripture, and reason, agree, 
that ‘‘It is better to marry than to burn.” * 
Now, if, in confession, a Priest or Friar present 
himself to another priest, or even a poor Nun, feel- 
ing celibacy to be a deplorable bondage what would 
the Confessor advise? Not matrimony, because the 
Pope is pleased to require the vow of celibacy. 
Then, cither they must expect a miracle, for 
maintaining the suspension of the laws of nature, 
or they are certainly to expect eternal damnation. 
Every rational being should hear with indignation 
what the Roman Canonists assert, namely, that 
simple fornication is not a sin, and the opinions of 
Cardinal Campeggio and Alberto Pichio, anda 


many others, who asserts that he who keeps a 


* 1 Cor, vii. 9. 
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concubine is more chaste than he who marries. 
It is here useless to speak concerning the uni- 
versal scandal which is the offspring of celibacy— 
fornication, adultery, and other dark, and not to be 
mentioned crimes, but all at work in Holy (!! ) 
Rome! But I remind the Pope and his Priest- 
hood that men have a conscience, and that they 
cannot be deaf or insensible to its reproaches, for 
when they attempt to offer violence to their con- 
science, they raise a storm in their own bosoms, 
and carry remorse, distraction, and fears along 
with them whithersoever they wend their course. 
It rarely happens, indeed, for the conscience to 
continue quiet and easy, the entire of a man’s life, 
but most especially at the hour of death. Ifhe has 
any ray of truth or reason left, it seldom happens 
but that some one incident or other will occur 
to rouse him out of his lethargy, and then it will 


revenge itself upon him, probably as long as he 
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lives; and if he make not his peace with God, 
through Christ,—torment him for ever after he is 
dead. But great even is the horror which will 
fill his mind whilst he is in this world, notwith- 
standing every flattering hope that a cunning Con- 
fessor can give to him for salvation, either through 
the power of priests’ prayers, absolution, masses, and 
a thousand similar other such figments. Let sucha 
man look within or without him, before or behind 
him, above or below him, he finds himself sur- 
rounded with distress and misery: behind him there 
is nothing but pain and sorrow ; heaven above him 
frowns upon him, and hell below is opening for him; 
and whither shall such a poor creature, such a 
victim of priestcraft fly to escape this faithful 
witness, this impartial judge, this terrible execu~ 
tioner, in his own breast? Alas! he can never 
fly from it, so long as he has any remains of 


reason and sense, or memory of what is past and 
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gone, unless he seeks in peace where alone it can 
be found—in Jesus the refuge of sinners. Whence _ 
comes it, that the mind dwells with complacency 
upon every manly and generous action, and 
abhors itself upon the recollection of every 
thing base, mean, and immoral? Why does a 
man abhor himself for base deeds, known only to 
God and himself,—hid under the deepest veil of 
darkness, and screened from the eyes of the world 
beyond the possibility of discovery? Why turns 
the villain pale at every frightful appearance of 
nature, and thinks every flash of lightning levelled 
at himself? Why does a painful consciousness 
cloud his brow in company, pursue him in retire- 
ment, plant thorns under his softest pillow, and 
with dreadful visions disturb his sweetest slum- 
bers? It is the work of God, who made us . 
accountable creatures, who gave us a power of 
obeying him, and thus warns us that he intends 


to callus to account for the abuse of our powers. 
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It is evident that the greatest obligation rests 
upon us to continually regard the message of peace 
and salvation which comes from Heaven. The — 
word of God affects us in such a manner and mea- 
sure, as is correspondent to our tempers and dis- 
positions: it neither enlightens nor reforms those 
that are indisposed to receive it. The multitudes 
of old, who were blinded with passion and preju- 
dice; who were proud and conceited; who were 
stupid and ignorant, though superstitious, just like 
Papists of subsequent times, with the Pope at their 
head,—received no benefit from our Saviour’s 
discourses: they were left in darkness, and under 
the influence of their sins anderrors. On the other 
hand, the disciples, who were inquisitive and im- 
partial, serious and considerate, sincere and up- 
right, meek and lowly, humble and modest, devout 
and pious ;—they were edified, illuminated, con- 
vinced, converted, and confirmed, by the sermons 


which they heard from our Saviour. Yes, the 
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intemperate began to think, and promptly com- 
menced a sober life ; sin was soon shaken through- 
out its vast empire : a new harvest began quickly. 
to ripen—a harvest of a just and grateful people ; 
and God became to the newly converted what he 
ever was, and is, to His own people,—all in all. 
It is, therefore, our duty to be attentive, and to 
guard against the enemies of the Gospel, in order 
to receive the word of life with proper dispositions, 
that it may be the favour of life, unto life; other 
wise, it will be without effect: just like the beams 
of the sun, it will have different effects according 
to the quality of the object or soil upon which it 
falls; it will dry or dissolve, harden or soften, 
scorch or nourish things exposed to it, according 
to their respective natures. 

Nothing is more evident than, that not only in 
their treatises, but also in their sermons—and vivd 


voce controversies, the main talent of Roman Ca- 
K 
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tholic disputants lies in libelling the reformed faith, 
and representing it as an unholy faith, which dis- 
cards good works, because it does not rely upon 
them for justification before God. The fallacy of 
this accusation has already been exposed. The 
Papists, like all unfair reasoners, take also advantage 
of the circumstance, that the name Protestant was 
not used till the time of the Reformation—pre- 
tending thereby that our doctrines are of the same 
recent date. It is carefully asked of the poor and 
the illiterate, ‘‘ Where were your doctrines before 
the reformation?” This question puzzles many who 
have not taken the pains to inform themselves on 
the subject, while not a few become an easy prey 
to Papish craft and subtilty. Witnesses, however, 
to the truth of our doctrines have ever existed ; 
but it was at the Reformation that the banner of 
the cross was publicly unfurled, and all who pre- 


ferred Christ to the Pope, light to darkness, and 
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truth to error, assembled themselves beneath it. 
All our doctrines are derived from the Bible, and 
are supported by the consent of the early Fathers. 
The name Protestant, it is said, was not known in 
primitive times; this is granted—for it was a nick- 
name given to the glorious Protesters against 
papal idolatry at the time of the Reformation. 
The Protestant religion now, however, is only 
another name for primitive Christianity; but, 
Popery is the corruption of the Gospel. The 
church of Rome, wherever the absence of the 
reformed religion has enabled her to do it with 
safety and success, opposes the perusal and free 
circulation of the Scriptures. In her canon of the 
Old Testament, as authorized by the Council of 
Trent, she has included books as canonical, which 
were not received as inspired by the Jews or the 
primitive Fathers. Jerome, the compiler of the 


Vulgate, rejected the Apocrypha, some of which, 
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the two Books of the Maccabees for instance, con- 
tain within them internal evidence that they are 
the productions of uninspired men. In addition 
to this, instead of adopting as her standard the 
original Hebrew of the Old Testament and the 
original Greek of the New Testament, the Roman 
Catholic Church, by the same Council of Trent, 
declared the Latin Vulgate, which is a transla- 
tion only, to be the most genuine copy of the 
Scripture, and from this their English and other 
modern translations are made. Now, is this not 
a gross fraud, which could only be practised to 
- prevent the discovery and reprobation of the cor- 
rupt doctrines of the Roman Catholic church ? 
Let us now pass to consider the fundamental 
differences observable in her present doctrines, as 
opposed to those of the ancient Roman church, 
and we shall soon perceive that both in ceremonies 


and opinions Roman Catholics of the present age 
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dissent vastly from the Roman church of the pri- 
mitive age. In the administration of the Eucha- 
rist, for instance, for the first eleven centuries the 
cup was given to the Romish laity ; since that 
period it has been withheld from them. | On the 
subject of images it is admitted by Dr. Delahogue 
that for the three first centuries there were no 
images used by the Christian church. In the 
sixth century, however, Pope Gregory I. allowed 
them to be used as books for the ignorant. In 
the eighth century the Council of Frankfort, com- 
posed of a large body of Western Bishops, denied 
to them any honorary worship, the second Coun- 
cil of Nice having previously decreed that an 
honorary worship or veneration was due to them. 
In the thirteenth century St. Thomas Aquinas 
(Pert. pans. sum. Theol. ques. xxv. art. 3,) 
taught that all the worship paid to the image “ 
went to the prototype, and, consequently, that the 
K 2 
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image of Christ was to be adored with Jatria, that 
is, the worship due to God. Cardinal Bellarmine 
informs us (de imag. Sacris. c. xx. lib. 2.) that 
the Romish churchmen Alexander Cogitanus, St. 
Bonaventure, Marsilius, Almayn, Carthusian, and 
others, held the same opinion. The Council 
of Trent reverted to the decision of the second 
Council of Nice. Differences of opinion exist 
among Roman Catholics at the present day upon 
subjects of very grave importance. The temporal 
supremacy of the Pope, which in the sixteenth 
century was generally recognized by Roman 
Catholics, as is admitted by the Rev. Charles 
Plowden,* though now repudiated by a great 
part of them; but still, as we learn from the late 


Charles Butler, Esq., upheld within the jurisdic- 


» © * The late Dr. Milner states, that the elaims of the Popes 
to the deposing power have ever been contested by ortho- 
dox Catholics. What admirable unity! 
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tion of the Vatican. Papists still assert most 
boldly, that their Church is the mistress of all 
Churches, and that the Pope is Universal Bishop, 
although at the beginning of the sixth century, 
Gregory I., Bishop of Rome, asserted that “‘he is 
Anti-Christ who styles himself Universal Bishop,” 
for at that time the Bishop of Constantinople wanted 
to assume that title, when the Bishop of Rome thus 
condemnedit. A. D. 606, Boniface III. became 
Bishop of Rome. Phocas, a most cruel tyrant, 
had murdered his master, the Emperor Mauritius, 
and Boniface supported him in his treason, and in 
return for this support, Phocas conferred on him 
the title of Universal Bishop. This was the 
origin of the Supremacy. From that time, A. D. 
606, the Popes endeavoured to establish their su- 
premacy ; but it was not made an article of faith 
until A. D. 1215, by the Fourth Lateran Council. 


The Italian church maintains the personal in- 
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fallibility of the Pope; the Transalpine Divines 
ascribe to the Pope a controlling power over the 
whole church, and consequently over a general 
council. The Cisalpines, namely the French and 
others affirm, that in spiritual matters the Pope 
is subject in doctrine and discipline to the church 
and a general council. French and British 
Papists hold the Cisalpine view—but it is con- 
Sidered that Irish Papists hold with the Italians, 
or Transalpine ;—So much for Rome’s boasted 
Unity. There is also a great discrepancy of 
sentiment with respect to the question whether 
the priests remit sins judicially or only declara- 
tively. Of the latter opinions were the famous 
Peter Lombard, St. Bonaventure, Gabriel, Major 
Alensis, and other theologians, (Delahogue, Tract. 
de Poen. p. 29 ;) on the other hand, the fathers 
of 'T'rent, and Vasquez, and Suarez, and Estius, 


‘and other theologians of Paris held the former 
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opinion. In page 59 of the same treatise on 
Penance, Dr. Delahogue states the opinions of 
Roman Catholic theologians respecting the three 
acts of penance. The Scotists placed almost the 
whole essence of the Sacrament, (integram Sacra- 
menti Pceenitentia rationem) in absolution, and 
this opinion has been defended by celebrated theo- 
logians, both before and since the Council of 
Trent. The Romanists who hold the opinion of 
Thomas Aquinas, on the contrary, assigned for 
the immediate matter of the Sacrament (pro prox- 
ima sacramenti materia) the three acts of the 
penitent. Thirdly, some consider the imposition 
of the hands of the priest upon the penitent as 
the immediate matter of the sacrament. We 
find it again stated by Dr. Delahogue in the 
same treatise p. 78, that from the 12th century 
until the Council of Trent (that is to say for be- 


tween three and four hundred years) it was held 
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by very many of the most celebrated theologians 
(apud plurimus theologos etaim nobiliores) that 
perfect contrition was necessary for the validity 
of the Sacrament of Penance. The prevailing 
opinion at the present day, is that attrition, a minor 
species of repentance, i.e. a fear of punishment, is 
sufficient. Many Romish Doctors, again, have 
held that the attrition necessary for the validity of 
the sacrament of Penance need only proceed from 
the servile fear of hell, without any fear of God. 
To recite all the differences of the Romish Doc- 
tors would be wearisome and almost endless. It 
should seem, too, that the Roman Catholic priests 
know not what is meant by a true and scriptural 
repentance; for the Greek word which means 
‘“‘ repent,” is translated in the Rhemish Testament, 
‘“* Do penance;” and thus St. John the Baptist is 
represented (Matt, iii. 2,) as calling upon the Jews 
to do penance, that is to say, perform a christian 


sacrament before christianity was established. 
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The repentance of the gospel means a thorough 
change of heart, a conversion from sin to God ; 
and, as no one can change his own heart, repent- 
ance, as well as faith, and hope, and love, is 
the gift of God, (Acts v. 31,) also, true spiritual 
repentance and gospel love both proceed from 
faith : for it is faith in the love of the Father in 
giving his dear Son to die for us, and in the dying 
love of Jesus, which when brought with power to 
the heart by the Holy Spirit, imparts a loathing of 
the sins which nailed Jesus to the accursed tree, and 
communicates that earnest desire of reconciliation 
and peace with God, which is involved in true re~ 
pentance. It is faith also in God’s having ‘ so 
loved us as to give us his only begotten son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life; (John iii. 16); that 
infuses into the heart of the repentant sinner, that 


love of God which is the only fountain of every 
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acceptable work, and which instinctively rejects 
every doctrine that would, in the slightest degree, 
rob God of the entire glory of man’s salvation.’ 
In two several instances the Roman Catholic trans- 
lators have mistranslated the word of God, in 
order to support their pretended Sacraments of 
Matrimony, Penance, and Extreme Unction, so 
they have, in almost every instance, rendered 
the Greek word which means ‘“‘ repent” by the 
term ‘‘ do penance.” 2nd. In speaking of Mar- 
riage, the Apostle Paul says (Chap. v. 32.) 
‘This is a great mystery,” the Romish transla- 
tors say ‘‘ This is a great Sacrament.’’ 

Roman Catholic histories and annals, esta- 
blish by irrefragable testimony, the cruelty and 
corruption of the Church of Rome in her head 
and members for centuries before the Reforma- 
tion. The bare mention of stocks and stones, 


forcibly reminds us of the monuments of ancient 
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heathenism at Rome, and of the minute resem- 
blance to it which is discoverable in many of the 
practices of modern Rome. The statue of Jupiter 
Capitolinus, since dedicated to St. Peter, and set 
_up in St. Peter’s Cathedral at Rome, receives, 
under its new appellation, the veneration of the 
modern Romans, as under its former name it 
claimed the homage of the ancient Pagan Romans. 
The worship and images of the ancient female 
Deities of Rome, Juno, the Queen of Heaven, &c. 
have given place to the hyperdulian worship of 
the Virgin Mary as the Queen of Heaven, and to 
her images; and almost every prerogative which 
was ascribed to them, has been transferred to 
her. The demon worship, that is to say, the 
worship of the heathen demi-gods, which con- 
sisted in the religious veneration of the Spirits of 
departed benefactors and heroes, has been re- 


placed by the religious veneration of the Saints. 
L 
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If to the minor deities of heathen Rome were 
ascribed the patronage over different countries, 
and people, and professions, and diseases,—the 
Church of Rome has her patron Saints for king- 
doms, professions, and disorders. If the female. 
deities were of old described by Homer, and 
others, as appearing armed in battle, to assist 
those whom they patronized, the same is affirmed 
of the Virgin Mary, and the Saints. Twelve 
times during the wars of the Portuguese, in An- 
gola, has she been seen in battle, in the foremost 
ranks, sword in hand; with Santiago by her side 
she defended Cuso against the Peruvian* insur- 
gents ; with Santiago, she won for the Spaniards 
the stronghold of Penon de Acuma, in Mexico :+— 
armed cap-a-pie in white armour, and on a white 


horse, with an imperial crown on her head, and a 


* Andrade, 564. 
+ Andrade, 581, 
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spear in her hand, she went forth at the head of | 
an army from the city of Siclitana against the 
Moors. More of her exploits are narrated by 
Dr. Southey in his ‘‘ Vindicee Anglicanze,” who 
quotes from Roman Catholic writers. 

The Image of Diana was believed by the 
heathens to have fallen from heaven; the same 
prodigy is predicated of the image of St. Dominic 
of Calabria. The image of Fortune is said to 
have spoken, in the heathen days of Rome ; the 
statue of Apollo is said, by Livy, (L. xliii. 13.) 
to have wept for three days and nights; and the 
same heathen author (L. xxiii. 31.) relates, that 
all the images in the Temple of Juno were seen 
to sweat drops of blood; and are not the same 
prodigies related respecting the talking images 
and crucifixes, and the winking and perspiring 
pictures and images of modern Rome? The faces 


of the images of the heathens were blackened, 
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as are the faces of the image of our Lady of 
Loretto, and of other Romish images. The 
votive offerings of the present day, are a precise 
counterpart of the votive offerings of the ancients. 

Holy Water, composed as it is at present of 
salt and water, was placed in all the heathen 
temples, and they sprinkled themselves with it. 
The Pagan images had their splendid em- 
broidered dresses ; so has the image of our Lady 
of Loretto, and many other Romish images. The 
processions of the Romish flagellants, who lash 
themselves as they go along till their backs are 
covered with blood, are similar to the proceedings 
of the fanatical priests of Bellona, as well as of 
the votaries of Isis. The title of “ Pontifex 


’ assumed by the Popes, was the title 


Maximus,’ 
of the Roman Emperors, who combined the kingly 
and the priestly dominion in their own person. 


Even the ceremony of kissing the Pope’s foot, 


may be traced to the invention of the tyrant 
Caligula, the Roman Emperor, who first esta~ 
blished it. To the vows of the vestal Virgins 
may be ascribed the first notion of the vows of 
chastity taken by the modern nuns. The lazy 
mendicant priests of the heathens present us with 
a very correct picture of the begging friars; and 
the self-mortifying orders of Rome, whilst they 
primarily borrowed their fanaticism from Egypt, 
greatly resemble the self-mortifying priests of the 
Dodomean J upiter. Oh what corruption ! 

The Church of Rome has prefixed that auricular 
confession is indispensable to salvation, when pri- 
vate auricular confession to a priest is no where 
enjoined in the Scriptures; and I defy all the 
Priests of Rome ‘to cite a single instance’’ re- 
corded in the word of God, of private auricular 
confession to a priest or Apostle. The confession 


of sin made to John the Baptist was a public con- 
L 2 
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fession, the confession made by those who “ be- 
lieved and confessed their deeds’”* to Paul, (Acts 
xix. 19.) was evidently a public confession; as was 
the burning of their books by others, a public act. 

In the two first centuries, we learn from Ter- 
tullian and Cyprian, that confession and penance 
were public, and a part of the discipline only of | 
the church. In the fifth century, public confes- 
sion was found inconvenient, and private confession 
was recommended by Pope Leo. Auricular con- 
fession to the parish priest, once a year at least, 
was first enforced as a matter of faith and neces- 
sity by Innocent III. and the infamous Fourth 
Council of Lateran, in the thirteenth century. 
The confession of women to priests, knowing as 
we do from Roman Catholic writers, the nature 
of the examination which priests are directed to 


* We hear nothing of Paul’s absolution of them, or of 
his prescribing penance, 
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enter into, is always dangerous, and not unfre- 
quently an abomination. The auricular confes- 
sion of men, and their obligation to perform the 
penance, which the priest at his own discretion 
imposes, gives to the priesthood a magisterial in- 
fluence over the laity. They spy out, too, all the 
bosom secrets of a man’s wife, of his sons, of his 
daughters, of his man servants, and maid servants ; 
in fine, from the heart of the king upon his throne, 
if he be a Roman Catholic, to that of the beggar 
in the street, nothing is hid from the Romish 
priesthood ; from these villains, from these spies, 
from these traitors, from these seducers, from 
these persecutors, from these robbers cautiously 
concealed under the humble and holy disguise of 
a Confessor. This is an inordinate power. It is 
one which, we learn from the testimony of a living 


witness,* who was formerly a Spanish priest, fre- 


* The Rey. Blaneo White’s evidence against Catholicism. 
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quently demoralized the priesthood. It enables 
them as lords to exercise dominion over their 
flocks, (1 Pet. v. 3.) It degrades the laity. It 
is a practice unauthorized by the word of God ; 
it is an innovation which was introduced in the 
fourth century, when the Church began to be cor- 
rupt, although not totally corrupt as it is now; 
and it can only be considered by those who have 
duly pondered its effects, and perceived in how 
many instances attrition and priestly-absolution 
are substituted for the true repentance, in the 
light of a moral, social, and public nuisance. 

The miracles, too, recorded of many of the 
Romish Saints, are so incredible that no Roman 
Catholic, provided with good sense, can believe 
them* as a matter of faith. Every thing is bur- 
lesqued by the gross invention of their monkish 


biographers. It is related in the lives of St. 


* The Book of the Catholic Church, by C. Butler, Esq. 
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Dominick and St. Francis, that when the Saviour 
was about to destroy the world, he spared it at 
their intercession. 

The stories that are invented respecting the 
Devil, are profanely ludicrous. They are found 
in the Bollandist’s Lives of the Saints, and other 
most celebrated Roman Catholic writers and 
compilers. As Dr. Southey, in his admirable 
work, entitled ‘‘ Vindiciz LEcclesiz Anglicanz,”’ 
truly observes, proving all his remarks by refe- 
rences to the original Romish works in St. Domi- 
nick’s life alone,(Acto. SS. Ma. tom. iv. 252.) the 
Devil ‘‘ figures in the various forms of a bear, a 
dog, a viper, and a fox; even under the disguise 
of an old wrinkled faced woman, but so horribly 
uglified that she herself fainted in considering her 
shape in a looking glass ; in a word, the part 
which is assigned to the Devil, in the lives of the 


Roman Catholic Saints, is that of Grimaldi in 
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the pantomime.” When a man of good sense 
beholds the ocean of fables with which the Roman 
Catholic world has been deluged, whilst the Bible, 
the book of God has been forbidden in the vulgar 
tongue; and when he recollects that in Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, and at Rome, at the present day, 
this nauseous trash is presented to the people, 
who are altogether ignorant of, and unprovided 
with the written word of God, he must shudder 
at the flagitious enormities of the Romish Church. 
When he reflects, moreover, that these legendary 
tales were almost wholly composed by monks, or 
priests, or jesuits, or churchmen, he must be com- 
pelled to hold in abhorrence men who, in so many 
ways, violated the Apostolic Commission. 

Ah, may the Almighty be propitious to the 
pitiable victims of the Pope; may his mercy lead 
them to the path of salvation, by opening their 


eyes on the impositions and errors of the Romen 
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Catholic Church ; and may any rational being be . 
convinced, that the practice inculcated by the 
Gospel is a Christian practice, which proceeds from 
christian sources ; that he who performs the duties 
of morality, because he sees that it is the custom to 
perform them, is a punctual imitator, and may be 
destitute of religion; that he who performs them 
for the sake of worldly interest, is a prudent man, 
but an unprincipled hypocrite; that he, who is 
observant of such of them as the laws of honour 
condescend to sanction, is ‘‘a man of honour,” 
and may be a villain ; and that he who, in con- 
formity to the dictates of prudence, attends to the 
outward duties of Christian worship, has no claim 
to the reward of a Christian,—the gift of eternal 
life. Numbers belonging to one or other of these 
descriptions you will hear celebrated in the world 
as most respectable persons: as men as good as 


any that exist, as men so excellent that there can- 
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not be better: for ‘“‘man looketh on the outward 
appearance; but the Lord looketh on the heart.’ 
Let us then leave such characters, for even yet 
they may be awakened and reclaimed to the for- 
bearance and mercy of an offended God: and 
make it the business of our life not to be like to 
them. Love and gratitude to God and our Re- 
deemer must be our ruling principle, if we are 
really Christians. Every duty which we perform 
on that principle, our God and Redeemer will 
reward. For any action which we perform on 
some other principle, on what pretence can we 
expect a reward from them? 

Christian practice must not only be founded on 
right motives, on those which the Gospel enjoins, 
but must be exemplified throughout the whole 
conduct. A Christian must reserve nothing from 
his Redeemer. He must have no corner in his 


heart fenced out against the sovereignty of the 
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; Gospel. “‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy strength, and with all thy mind.’”* “ Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon.”+ ‘ You are 
required to be dead unto sin,’’{ and to live unto 
righteousness,§ unto God, unto Christ who died 
for you. || You are required to “ bring into cap- 
tivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” J] 

Christianity demands the assemblage of all 
christian graces. ‘‘ Giving all diligence, add to 
your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and 
to knowledge temperance, and to temperance 
patience, and to patience godliness, and to god- 
liness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kind- 
ness charity ; perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God.” ** 


* Luke x. 27. || 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 
+ Luke xvi. 13. q 2 Cor,x. 5. 
t Rom. vi. 2. te 2 Pet. I. 5, 7. 


§ I. Peter ii. 24, 
M 
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Yet the cruel Pope and his wicked priesthood 
know not superior or law but their imperious will, 
no sort of restraint but increase of power. Under 
this impulse, they take the most impious course. 
They- pursue their pleasures even through the 
thost sacred and endearing relations ; they build 
their gorgeous castles by unrighteousness, and 
their decorated chambers ‘by wrong, boldy op- 
pressing the weak, defrauding the innocent, and 
supplanting, with a cold and revolting indifference, 
their nearest friends, to accomplish their selfish 
designs. ‘Their great aim is, how to get most of 
the good things of life for themselves ; they there- 
fore disturb and convulse the world with their 
impositions. This is properly the case to exclaim 
** Impiety made sacred !” 

Were we to examine closely into the several 
states and conditions of mankind, and collect all 


their suffering in consequence of the persecution 
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and.tyranny exerted at all times by Popes, and 

Priests, and Friars, it would draw tears from our 
eyes, and make us almost doubt of a gracious 
Providence. But we need only consult our com- 
mon feelings and experience to convince ourselves 
of the power and superintendence of Providence. * 
We feel the Maker in every state of life, and we 
see him in every object around us. We come not 
into the world of ourselves: we come without our 
knowledge, and leave it without our choice. While 
we live, we live, and move, and have our being in 
some superior agent. We are but mere instru- 
ments in the very actions that support our life. 
The heart beats ; the lungs respire, the vital fluid 
circulates, without our concurrence, or even with 
out our consciousness. He who thus forms us, 
and so carefully supports us, cannot be indifferent 
about our conduct, behaviour, and also our hap- 


piness. He will not only defend us from enemies, 
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but perfect the salvation of his people. Through 
all their trials and exercises he will carry them 
safe to the heavenly world, nor suspend his pity 
or his care from the moment of regeneration till 
their entrance into glory. Many, indeed, are 
the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord de- 
livereth him out of.them all. Distressing are the 
scenes of temptation, when wave urges after wave, 
and all the floods and billows roll over them ; but 
he can say, ‘‘ Peace, be still, and there shall be a 
great calm.” Powerful and many are the enemies ; 
but he, who hath ‘‘ destroyed principalities and 
powers, and triumphed over them upon the cross,”’ 
will make them ‘‘conquerors through him.” They 
are conscious of many secret falls and declensions 
in heart from God: but he will ‘‘ keep them from 
falling, and present them faultless before the 
throne of his glory with exceeding joy.” They 


carry about with them a body of sin and death; 
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but he will subdue and mortify it by the way, and 
at last effect their complete deliverance. The 
dying body must go down to the grave, and see 
corruption; but it is in the confidence that he 
will soon appear to change this vile body, and 
make it like unto his own glorious body, &c.: and 
then, though justly exposed to everlasting death 3 
and the wrath of God, He, who hath redeemed 
them from death by his own death, will deliver 
them from the wrath to come, into his own eternal 
kingdom and glory. For this is his promise : 
“TI give unto my sheep eternal life, and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any one pluck them 
out of my hands.” 

But there are reasons for the scenes of iniquity 
that daily happen ; and it is to be considered, that 
God makes both good and bad men the instru- 
ments of his own Providence, and in his wisdom 


sees fit to let the wicked go on sometimes un- 
M 2 
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punished, and good men unrewarded, through 
secret designs and purposes, and to serve at last 
to set off his Providence in the most admirable 
and amiable light. Yes, there is order enough 
in the world to convince us that it is not ungo- 
verned, or left to the sport of accidents, and the 
caprice and rage of human passions. 

By reflecting we will easily find, that God in- 
tends us for a more equitable scene, where the 
majesty of his laws shall be supported, and the 
wisdom of virtue approved in the sight of the 
whole creation. The scene is disordered at pre- 
sent: the purposes of his Providence are yet not 
fulfilled ; but when the time comes, this corrupt 
system shall be done away: the Redeemer, who 
opened salvation to the whole human race, shall 
come in glory, to wind up the scene, and to award 
salvation to the good of all ages, whom he pur- 


chased by his blood, and sanctified by his spirit. 
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This is a purpose becoming the majesty of God; ~ 
to bring the perplexed drama of human life to a 
complete issue, to clear up the mysteries of sin 
and misery, and to allot a happiness equal to our 
highest wishes and capacities—to take an univer- 
sal cognizance of all his creatures; of princes and 
rulers; the great perverters of justice here below, 
as well as the poor—with an authority that shall 
destroy all the corrupt sources of present injustice, 
when power can no longer overrule, or riches 
corrupt, or artifice elude, or hypocrisy deceive. 

A brief extract of the book of taxes, compiled 
by one of the most greedy Popes, entitled ‘‘ Taxes 
of the Romish Chancery, or the Pope’s Bank,” by 
which he has gnawed his subjects unto the bones, 
and has caused all the robberies afterwards com- 
mitted by his successors, is here exhibited, and left 
to the judgment of the impartial reader. 


This is not an imaginary document, neither a 
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wicked censure against Popes*and the Church of 
Rome, for it is the work of Popes themselves ; it 
is the book of their laws, of their taxes—in a 
word, the ecclesiastical dispositions of a church, 
who calls herself Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman, 
and grants every bad thing for money. This 
book of iniquity was written in Latin, and pub- 
lished for the first time inthe year 1520, trans- 
lated, by a French gentleman, into the French 
language, and successively into almost every lan- 
guage. Yetitis evident that a person who should 
be ignorant of the existence of the Romish re- 
* ligion, and who should casually read the book of 
taxes, would form such a horrid idea of her, that 
he would certainly ever decline to hear whatever 
might be produced in her defence. 

But we may, properly speaking, say, that no 
religion in the world has ever brought men to 


every kind of excess and debauchery, as the dis- 
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cipline of the Romish Church; and that which ~ 
the keeper of the bank and-its numberless ma- 
nagers pretend to keep back the Roman Catholics 
from sinning, as by the means of such pecuniary 
taxes, it opens, on the contrary, to them, a broad 
way to every kind of vice. In fact, is it possible 
that a man, who is not retained from sinning by 
the fear of Hell, should renounce a wicked life 
for the sake of a little money, which he has to 
pay to the Pope, in order to obtain the entire 
pardon of his sins? Is this rather not a favour- 
able chance for a Papist to sin at a low expense, 
and with impunity, insured as he is, that with a 
trifle he will obtain from the Pope, who is the Vicar 
of Jesus Christ, and who has the Keys of Heaven 
and Purgatory, even the absolution of the most 
enormous crimes? Yet, what will become of the 
poor? There will be no pardon for Roman 


Catholic beggars; and they must, consequently, 
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for want of cash, perish and be damned for ever. 
This is quite to mock God, and make fun of sin ; 
but he who laughs at sin, laughs while God 
frowns: to sport with sin is to sport with death ; 
for sin.entered the world, and death followed sin,* 
and sin has made this world like Golgotha, a place 
of skulls—not a fit place, then, for profane merri~ 
ment.. If all the bones of all the dead were col- 
lected into one vast pile, and Jehu should ask 
‘“‘Who slew all these?’}+ the answer must be, 
‘* Sin slew them all.” Ah let us be convinced that 
to make light of sin, is to make light of the pains 
of Hell; for sin opened the bottomless pit. Sin 
is the parent of the worm that dieth not. Sin 
kindled the flames which shall never be quenched. 
© Sti" Teads ‘to the place of weeping and wailing, 
| and enashing of teeth. 
But what scandal ! what shame! The Pope 


* Rom. v. 12. + 2 Kings x. 9. 
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s 


not only permits infamous houses, but also 


=e 
recelves an iniquitous tribute from them. Does. 


that agree with the Law of God, which says, 
“There shall be no “unclean person amongst the 
Israel of God.” * Does it agree with the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, which most severely forbids un- 
cleanness, Fornication, and even immodest looks ? 
Does it agree with that precept of St. Paul, 
which says expressly, ‘“‘ But Fornication and all 
uncleanness, let it not be once named amongst you 


* eto 


as becometh saints?” + 


A few short Extracts from these most shameful 
taxes of the Romish Chancery will illustrate what 


T have been asserting :-— 

Duc. Carl. 

For avoiding auricular confession, sending instead : 
a written one to the confessor of the parish.... 15 . 10 


The permission for eating meat on Friday and 
Saturday, per year... ..ecececeeescseevenns 19 8 


* Deutexxiit. 1 7. + Eph. xv.2. 


7 


* wh 
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Duc. 


Ditto during the Lent ......... see tO Son 11 


Ditto for eating also eggs, fish, and milk with the 
meat, per year ...+..eeee wile a' a ‘age slae tee Ne Noretane 13 


From an abandoned female, for her first credentials 
from the Chancery, called the patent of a novice 15 


Ditto from the age of 16 till 25, per month...... 4 
Ditto from the age of 25 till32, per month...... 3 
Ditto from the age of 32 till 40, per month...... 1 


From an abandoned female who should wish to 
retire in a convent: to the Chancery ........ 40 
(All her property, the fruit of prostitution, going, one 

half to the Pope’s Bank, the other half to the Convent.) 


A woman, under the denomination of an honest 
woman, who should desire to open a house of ill- 
fame, if for the accommodation of gentlemen, the 


expense of the patent to be .........0..00.. 20 
The monthly duty for every female she keeps in 

HEY OWS sce eo’ alp’ ste ole obo < nile (ote wie a toleioteme atels 3 
If for the accommodation of low classes, the patent 

0 9) 
The monthly duty, &c. . 6... cee s ee cececess eg 4 | 
If for the accommodation of soldiers the patent 

£0 DOS ec oie cI N idole Slee 04s 0! olbip is 6% 9.5 )0'e ofe\e etele, sie 1 
The monthly duty, KC... 2c ee eee e ee ceeecess 0 


An old abandoned woman who should open a 
house of ill-fame, for the patent, in the first 
POSUANICE.< ss 0.30 5 x mee het ls or aie ie ote a ete a ie caine 


Carl. 


10 


12 


10 


‘ 
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Duce. 
mre monthly duty, socs2s ates ovine oaBre tenes 2 
In the second instance, for the patent.......... 2 
Prue TUOHtnTY. duty, S6Ce. os oo a's ote aera west 1 
In the third instance, for the patent............ 1 
me hevmon th) yermty, Sct i527 wets ie ace se Io 0 
Friars, or priests, who should wish to be the con- 
fessors of nuns, if the confessors and the nuns 
are yout, the patemtcic j.ia% o's «8! Sigie cis' oa aa A 
If the nuns are young, and the confessors old, the 
PRRCNG cree) es ao aoe patel Ma terer a) Grae atsrtal clean ee 
If the nuns are old, and the confessors young, the 
MEM Geretelerstets erect els Chis CRORE DOO OF oth CRG Oe < 
If the nuns and the confessors are come to an old 
age, the patent.) inct ners. ie ele uberegenyaey loravart 2 


It has not been prefixed the tax for persons who 
would marry a near relation, and the matter has 
been entirely left to the decision of the Pope, 
who, after a careful examination of the circum- 
stances of the petitioners, will fix a sum in pro- 
portion to their wealth, 


The same system has been followed concerning 
those who desire to obtain a divorce. 


The absolution for heavy sins depends also upon 
the Pope’s decision, who will take care to make 
a good bargain with the sinner; but in such 
cases, persons are compelled to go to Rome and 
confess to the Pope. 


N 
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Duc 
The permission for reading prohibited books, the 
Holy Scriptures excepted, per month ........ 8 
Ditto for carrying pistols, knives, stiletto, and 
other prohibited arms, per year.............. 8 
The exemption of attending the sacrifice of the 
mass on Sunday, per year... er. aitcw ons susie laters 16 
For obtaining the admission in a church yard of 
a performer who died on the stage .......... 3 
Ditto of a person guilty of suicide ............ 2 
- Ditto of a person who died on the scaffold ...... 15 
For contracting a secret marriage in case of oppo- 
SEUUITIOP PATON BS Wik sete sea a telotete els os Narre eee 28 


A man for obtaining to live ceparate from his wife 40 


A woman for obtaining to live separate from her 
MUNDO TANG Pome Sek seilale esors tales (ae ate ree waa ene scare pies 


A tradesman wishing to work on Sunday, per 
PACE SIN Sele ia EE Oey MS BE aero a ehatace 2 


A publican desiring to keep his house open. during 
the church service, per month ......... eI itn Nice 


The absolution for venial sins, committed for five 
years past .. + ..eeees Rha ah ote ele crate stb reials tote 8 
Besides forty-eight Paternosters and Avemarias to 
be said during one month, and the donation for 
sixty masses at a usual rate. 


Indulgences for venial sins, for five years tocome.. 15 

Besides one hundred and ten masses, and four 
score of Paternosters and Avemarias, as before 
mentioned. 


10 


10 


10 
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There exist proofs that indulgences have been 
granted for fifty years to come. Roman priests 
assert that as some persons have been more 
righteous than was necessary, the surplus ef 
their merits goes into a stock from which those 
who have done too little may have their defi- 
ciences supplied; thus, by the management of 
the Pope,the abundance of merit in one supplies 
the defect in another. Indulgences are bills 
drawn upon the Pope’s Bank. Soscandalous was 
Rome’s traffic in pardons in the 16th Century 
that Martin Luther was stirred up to oppose the 
Pope, and thus the excesses of the Roman See 
were overruled to the establishment of the 
Reformation. 


The permission to a young man for asking alms, 
PET TOWED yc eke ns an araie meer ectals : 


soe e ee es ee 


To an aged beggar, per month 


ee ee ee ee eee eee 


To a blind beggar, per month .... 


eeoereeevoee esas 


The permission to a young female for begging, per 
PTOI TE Sold tok aioha jars. ate iel's- nel absiaies teak Se auton ee 


Ditto to an old female, per month 


Every person not able to pay the above taxes are 
confined in a prison, where they must work for 
their living. 

Every person contriving to defraud the Pope of his 
taxes will be also confined in a prison, where he 
must indefatigably work, for the extinction of 
his debt, towards the Pope’s Bank. 


A person swearing in public against God, a fine of . 
But no culpability whatever for any relapse 


Due. 


Carl: - 


10 


10 
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Duc, Carl. 
A person swearing in public against the Pope, a 
BENE OE otra etic cell Nisid | a ha OE Aids ae We a ee 20 10 


Besides fifty lashes on his back, and six months’ 
imprisonment, for the first time; going on to 

very heavy fines, the most cruel bodily punish- 

ments, and even to a prison for life. In case of 

further relapse the severity of this law includes 

also those who should use bad words to persons 

in the Pope's service; and those likewise who 

should ili treat the dogs belonging to the prelates 

or to any individual attached to the Romish 

Court. 

But, should the Pope, who is so indulgent to 
villains who swear against the Almighty, and so 
zealous and careful for the welfare and reputation 
of his priests, servants, and dogs, hear the acute 
groans of his predecessor, he would certainly be 
terrified, and compelled to cry, with the voice of 
despair, O fatal Ducats! Oh accursed Ducats! 
Here, here is food for reflection; and the Pope 
at this call, should awake from his dream and 
shut for ever the iron chest which conceals the 


depredations of so many crowned villains. 
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Yet, most wicked Gregory XVI. hear the- 
groaning voices of other Popes, of men who were 
like you, greedy and corrupted, which are arising 
from below to strike your ear: they are no more nor 
less than what you shall be, it is feared, constrained 
to cry yourself one day under the flagellation of an | 
agonizing conscience, and all the pangs that you 
shall have to endure amongst the evil spirits of 
everlasting darkness ! 

As a Christian I will however speak to you 
thus; but I intreat you to suffer my language 
patiently. Many Popes have flourished in the 
fair field of this earthly world! Ona sudden they 
were cut down like a flower, and were reduced to 
nothing. Regardless of God, preaching a false 
Gospel, robbing the bread from the widow and 
the orphan, imposing on every body, teaching 
superstition, exalting falsehood, patronizing Idol- 


atry, prohibiting the Scriptures; spreading fear 
N 2 
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and desolation every where, and zealous only to 
false duties, they passed gaily along, worshipped 
like gods, but secretly detested by the multitude. 
They thought no storm should ever overload their 
heads—-in a moment the unexpected tempest 
arose—they sank and were irreparably lost. 

But how different is christian fortitude from 
the dismal tragedy of expiring guilt! When evil 
overtakes the wicked, or the pains of death take 
hold upon him, what shame, what terror, what 
self-condemnation is he tortured with! He hopes 
to be annihilated ; yet he dreads the approach of 
the departing moment. He hopes there is no 
God, yet he sees him seated above in all his 
terrors. He wishes to repent, and yet he cannot 
shed one refreshing tear or utter one comfortable 
prayer. He wants to lay hold of mercy, yet in 
the next breath he blasphemes, and pronounces 


himself unworthy of forgiveness. Yet consider, 
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O reader, what a frightful picture is that which 
exhibits the death-bed of a Pope! Alas! a dying 
Pope presents to the sight, as it was pictured to 
me by one of the officers of Pius VII, who wit- 
nessed his end, disgust, repugnance, fear, and 
horror : a dying Pope is usually deserted by every 
body in the last moments of his life, and left to 
himself and to cruel and ferocious despair; for 
dreadful secrets weigh down his soul, that he 
dares not reveal for the sake of that false 
religion which he has supported with the per- 
petration of black crimes; neither face them, 
or recollect them: he must preserve his dis- 
guise, and give his soul to Satan for ever 
and ever. 

Unutterable distress! What a proof of the 
vengeance awaiting wickedness in that other state ! 

When Pope Pius VII. died, being in a coffee 


room, a gentleman approached me holding a 
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newspaper in his hand, who, graciously smiling, 
whispered these words in my ear,—‘‘ Read, Sir, 
read the Funeral Inscription which will appear 
engraved on the tomb of Pope Pius VII, and 
judge of the impudence of the Poet, in exalting 
the merit of one who acquired the fame of a saint 
for having opposed Napoleon in his divorce with 
Marie Josephine, and for having patiently received 
a slap on his face by the hand of the Emperor, 
when certainly it was impossible for him to take 
revenge upon so mighty and powerful a master; 
and also for having suffered with resignation a 
long imprisonment; but when with all his cele- 
brated holiness he could not force the strong bolts 
of the many doors leading to him, nor take the 
shape of a fly, and accomplish a glorious flit 
through the grated windows of his prison, and 
restore himself to liberty.” 


But I must give here a short account of the 


153 


previous conduct of Pope Pius VII. on the above 
mentioned circumstance, and it might perhaps be 
found that the behaviour of Napoleon, unde- 
niably brutal, ferocious, uncharitable, and even 
degrading the dignity and character of a 
Monarch, was, however, excusable, considering 
the misconduct of the Pope in receiving Marie 
Josephine in the Seeret Apartment, which sustains 
the most infamous reputation. 

It has been related by one of the ladies of the 
bed chamber of the French Empress, that as soon 
as Marie Josephine foresaw that Napoleon pre- 
meditated a divorce, she went, most secretly, to visit 
Pius VII. in order to dispose him to oppose the 
Emperor in his bold attempt. As such an inter- 
view was a matter of secrecy, hazardous, and 
most dangerous, the Pope had an easy opportunity 
to see Marie Josephine in the Secret Apartment, 


without any attendance whatever, except that of 
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the lady of the bed chamber, who managed this 
intrigue, and lastly betrayed her Imperial Mistress, 
and considerably soiled her reputation. 

Yet Marie Josephine, who died in a convent, 
with the reputation of a Martyr Saint, must have 
begun her life in holiness when she entered the 
Romish Terrestrial Paradise,* and secretly con- 
ferred with this Pope, who was particularly 
propitious to the fair sex. 

But what superb monuments,—what elaborate 
decorations,—what pompous inscriptions are to 
be seen on the tombs of Popes! One would 
imagine, from the perusal of them, that all the 
Popes were valiant and virtuous—but alas! even 
tombs are taught to flatter and to lie. 

* This is the name that the noble prelates of the Court 
of Rome give to the Pope’s Secret Apartment, for the many 
scandalous objects existing in it, and for the worldly mer- 


riments that Popes ever enjoyed there, in their shameless, 
unclean, and inordinate life. 
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Now, I intend to proceed on the matter, by 
exhibiting an epitaph I lately wrote in Italian, with 
a verbatim translation in English, which I think 
would have served to caution the visitors from 
visiting that dreadful place infected by a danger- 
ous plague, and also suited better to the character 
of the departed Pope, than the one then en- 
graved on his tomb, carefully ornamented with 
many elegant emblems, all made of gold and 
precious stones, which make it shine like a bril- 
liant sun amongst the horrors of death, and gave 
to those walls gloomy and mournful for the 
wretched and miserable rests they conceal, the 
true aspect of a gorgeous mosque, the celebrated 
amphitheatre, where many and many scores of 
Mustafas, the Mahometan Emperors are buried. 

Qui giace di Santo (!!!!) Pio 
L’infetta e vil carogna ; 
Fuggir da loco si rio 

Oh passeggier bisogna ! 
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TRANSLATION. 

Here lies of Holy (!!!!) Pius 
The pestilential and low carrion ; 
From such a dangerous place, 


Oh passenger, you must fly! 


But I shall leave Pope Pius, who was carefully 
embalmed and placed in a gorgeous tomb along 
with the heavy stock of his holiness,—of his 
mockeries,—of his lies and falsehoods, exhibiting 
to the reader an address made, with an acrostic, 
by a Roman subject, to the Popish Clergy, with 
an epitaph, which were found affixed in the prin- 
cipal quarters of Rome, the day after Pope Pius 
died. The author, who certainly was not much 
learned in poetry, but cunning and much comical 
in his writing, remained unknown to the eccle- 
siastical police, although a generous reward was 


offered to the informer. 
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UNA CURIOSA DOMANDA. 


‘‘ Preti, avra or pace Pio ? 
Avyralla certo un Santo. 
Pure ei bestemmio Cristo e Dio? 


Asino, non ragghiar tanto ?” 


TRANSLATION. 


A FUNNY ADDRESS. 
‘ Priests, shall now Pius be in peace? 
To be sure, for he is a Saint ; 
But he blasphemed Christ and God ? 
Donkey, don’t bray so loud !”’ 


EPITAFIO. 


** Mori ciel chi mai ? 
L’unico Re, che per alma fé, gran bonid !!!! 
Vantar potesse questa nostra eta : 
Ma no, non mori, depose ’] velo esterno, 


E s’en volo a regnar git nell’ averno!”’ 
o 


® 
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TRANSLATION. 
AN EPITAPH. 


*‘ Heavens, who died ? 

The only King, of whom by his holy faith and 
bounty !!!! . 

Could boast our present age: 

But no, he did not die, he only quitted the 
human frame, 


And fled to reign down below for ever!” 


~ Let here, however, be add, that Pius VII. was 
born too soon, for he was brought into the world of 
‘life on the approach of the most serious political 


crisis in Italy ;—that he lived too long, for he had 


_ time to cause and perpetrate more crimes than a 


thousand Pontiffs would have done together ; and 
_ that he died too late, for he ascended again the 
Romish throne to bless the Roman Catholic Kings 
that were dethroned by Napoleon, still bursting with 


% 
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rage, and excited by the most cruel spirit of re-— 
venge against all those, who had long before, co- 
operated for their fall ; also to restore the Church 
of Rome and her priesthood, that the French 
Emperor had speedily reduced to the humble 
state which suited far better to the leaders of a 
religion, than the pride, arrogance, and ambition 
which regulated before their life: lastly, to create 
a bloody Inquisition, which had only in view to 
immolate inoffensive creatures, considered still 
dangerous to the security of the Pope,—of the 
Romish Church, and of the new established 
Papal Government. | 

But how strong is the desire of pre-eminence 
in the human breast !— the Great wishes to pre- 
serve it evenin death. Yet what vanity can be 
so truly contemptible as that which assigns a 
large sum of money to the erecting of a splendid 


monument, serving to perpetuate only the erector’s 
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folly and pride! Let the truly virtuous, and truly 
good; the true friends. to society, and the solid 
ornaments of religion, be distinguished in death ; 
for the rest, whatever titles they bear, or honours 
they boast, they are but empty names—let them 
be consigned to oblivion and to dust! In a 
word, what a despicable thing is human greatness 
when merit does not weave it? It is wrapped up 
in unmixed light; it shines and glitters like 
the sun; its fire warms and burns worlds: 
like a mountain torrent rushes loud and frightful 
over fragments of rocks; it roars and ravages 
the plain; erects to itself proud mausoleums 
out of the ruins of half a world; carves its 
glory in stones; seeks its reward in loud fame; 
and. resides, alas! most often, where there is no 
probity, nor virtue, nor religion. 

What foppery and false taste discovers itself 


in some of the fanatic monuments of the Popes, 
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the emblems of which it is more difficult to deci- 


pher than the darkest shades of an allegoric poem! 
What absurdity and profaneness glare in others ! 
You would rather suppose yourself to be in one of 
the Heathen temples than in a Christian church, for 
the crowd of naked deities, sculptured with all the 
pride of art, which stand around the tombs of 
the Popes. 


O what is man! how terrible it is to know 


none of the refreshments and delights of a 


Christian life, and thus wilfully to forfeit all delights 
of the future ? 

Oh you great and vain; you children of vo- 
luptuousness and pomp, how doth the death-bed 
of an humble christian reproach your follies, and 
condemn your visionary views! On that bed, no 
damask furniture decorates the apartments ; no 
carpets are spread over the floors ; vessels of silver 


and gold are not found to convey the little nourish- 
02 
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ment he takes :—but ah! what poor and wretched 
comforters are these when the languishing body 
declares the fatal moment of eternal separation 
from this present world, near at an end! How 
much more excellent the consolation arising from 
the testimony of an approving conscience ! 

Can it be possible that men should look beyond 
the grave, and recollect that an existence ever- 
lasting awaits them, and not use every wise, every 
Scriptural method to secure to their souls the com- 
forts of that existence, when time hath closed 
upon them, and they have bidden an eternal adieu 
to all things here below.* Nothing teaches like 
Death. It is indeed the wages of sin, and a fear- 
ful evil; but it is a persuasive monitor, and su- 
perior to all things, convinces us of, and leads us 


to combat and conquer sin. 


* See “ Hervey’s Meditations among the Tombs.” 
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The sting of death is sin. From thence we 
may plainly discover what is the grand remedy 
against its fear and its power todo harm. Destroy 
sin, and death becomes no longer formidable; he 
cannot hurt or annoy, for his sting is taken away. 
But how shall we achieve this important enter- 
prise, how destroy the sting of death? It is 
done, already done for us! thanks be to God 
who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. * 

_ Here, then, thou trembling mortal, who, old 
and sick, art every day distressing thy feeble soul 
with the fear of approaching death—here behold 
the first and greatest consolation under it: ‘‘ Faith 
in Jesus Christ,” who through death destroyed 
him who had the power of death; and will de- 
liver thee from the fear of death! Look to that 


* I Corinthians xy. 57. 
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triumphant conqueror who died on the cross, and 
lay in the grave to sanctify-it for us: see in his 
precious redemption a full pardon for all thy 
offences ; and with the eye of faith steadily Pe 
upon him, thou also shalt triumph over an enemy, 
already vanquished.* 

Ah let us ever remember the love of Christ to 
poor sinners, the free bounty and tender mercy of . 
God, the faith He bestows in his promises; the 
victories this faith has always obtained over trials 
and temptations; the joy and peace that are in 
store,—and hope will smile to us in life and 
death, in the glorious expectation of immortality ! 
The doctrine of a future judgment is peculiar to 
the Christian revelation. Human reason could 
not. discover it, for human reason could not dis-- 
cover how the God of the whole earth would be 


* “ Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb.” —“Night 
Thoughts.” 


pleased to deal with his creatures, and with te 
world which he has formed for them. But in 
much mercy, to animate and awaken our best 
desires, the eternal Lord of all hath declared, that 
an endless and unalterable state is reserved for us, 
happy or miserable, as we comply with, or refuse, 
the terms of his covenant: and that upon a day 
appointed, he will pass the righteous sentence 
upon all; when those who have done good shall 
go into eternal life, and those who have done evil 
into everlasting fire.* 

Alarming and important truth! What thinking 
creature can be indifferent to it! Yet should not 
‘the Pope tremble at such an intimation? Ought 
not the Romish Priesthood cease to preach false- 
hood, and drag to perdition so many poor blinded 


creatures? Should they not picture the awful 


* Matthew xxy. 46. 
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scene to their view, and imagine themselves now 
called to the bar of inviolable justice! Oh solemn 
and alarming scene! there, enthroned in glory 
unutterable, sits the Sovereign Judge, the gracious 
Redeemer! thousand thousands ministering unto 
him, and ten thousand times ten thousand standing 
before him: See that earth, once the seat of all 
your cares and fears, now wrapped in universal 
flame !—hark! the heavens are passing away with 
insufferable noise ; the sun is extinguishing ; the 
stars have started from their spheres, and all the 
system of created things is hastening into utter 
destruction!—The trump, the awakening trump, 


hath sounded, and all the dead, rising from their 
sepulchres, are summoned to appear before the 


impartial Judge. 
Oh! terrible distress! where, where shall a 
man fly, if conscience condemns him, and he dare 


not approach the inexorable Judge? Can tongue 
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express, can ea conceive, the anguish which 
will rend his soul, when ‘the dire sentence of con- 
demnation shall pass—a sentence, from his lips 
which breathe only mercy and love to the just ;-— 
and which he despised, while calling to him upon 
earth with the most pathetic invitations. Agra- 
vating circumstance! He has abused his love | 
He might have been blessed, eternally blessed ! 
But now the fatal moment is arrived, and he is 
enclosed in the dreadful sentence, ‘‘ Depart, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels,”*—is the dreadful male- 
diction ! id 

But through this Redeemer’s never-changing 
love, we all hope, confidently hope, to avoid the 
horrors of this extreme distress! and, oh, ‘ae 
every son of man would, with such composed and 
solemn thought, meditate upon it, that joyful 


* Matt, xxv. 41. 
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songs of thankfulness only might on that day be 
heard ; that with humble trust we might approach 
the Judge’s throne, and find in him,—not the 
Almighty avenger,—but the Father, the Saviour, 
and eternal Friend! 

Before coming to a conclusion, I must mention 
in passing, that dreadful crimes were also per- 
petrated, and are daily committed by cruel priests 
in their private lives, which the Roman Catholic 
Governments of Italy have continually tried to 
conceal from the eyes of the public. 

The Reader must not expect to be led into a 
horrid dungeon; he must not expect I shall 
picture to him the sufferings of poor victims im- 
molated to hatred, selfishness, or vengeance—no, 
certainly, no: but he will be conducted in places 
of confinement, where every comfort and enjoy- 
ment are to be obtained with money, and through 


protection. 
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The Fortresses of Pizzigettone, Mantova, St. 
Angelo, Bardi, Compiano, Civita Vecchia, Porta- 
nova, Sta. Margherita, Fenestrelles, Ivrea, Gavi, 
Novi, Savona, Saluzzo, Exiles, Le torri di Bologna, 
Lo Spielberg, Josephstad, Konigratz, Brin, Olmitz, 
and great many others, are the places in which 
we shall find Priests, Monks, and Nuns, whom 
the Pope and the other Roman Catholic Monarchs 
have there confined, for a limited time, and wil- 
fully secreted from the hands of Justice, alas! 
for the sole purpose of concealing the infamy of 
a Priesthood, who, being as wicked as the Church 
of Rome is deep and base, has caused the ruin of 
half a world; and would have succeeded in 
dragging every one to perdition, were it not for 
the strenuous efforts that were made, by the 
zealous men of God, who preached indefatigably 
the Gospel, and at last following the example 
of the Apostles, they sealed with their blood the 


Doctrines of Jesus Christ. 
P 
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Yet, as the black deeds of many Romish 
Priests, Friars, and Nuns, are quite improper to 
be mentioned in a work of this kind, I must 
prescribe to my pen the limits that decency claims; 
but the following narrative will be sufficient to 
illustrate the nature of numberless others, and 
furnish the Reader with a just idea of the enormity 
of the crimes, which can be perpetrated, where 
the Pope! the Infallible Pope !! the Holy Pope!!! 
has despotic control over spiritual and temporal 
matters, by those, who are called the Pillars of 
the Church of Christ, whom it would be more cor- 


rect to call the pillars of a destroying gallows. 


re 


THE ARCHDEACON OF THE CATHEDRAL OF CUNEO, 
A PROVINCIAL TOWN IN PIEDMONT. 

Francis Pozzo di Garzegna was the eldest son 
of a Marquis: he chose the monastic life, and 
entered in 1819 a convent of Jesuits in Turin. 
His noble birth, more than his talents, made him 
run the most brilliant career. Disgusted, how- 
ever, by reasons still unknown, of his new state, 
he obtained from the Pope to leave his Convent, 
and to retire in one of his castles, where he 
remained for about five years. Being at last 
advised by his relatives and friends to quit that 
place of solitude, he consented to accept a situa~ 
tion from the Government as a Chaplain of the 
King’s Guards. I was serving in that regiment 
when the Marquis entered his situation: he was 
soon the friend and companion of the officers, and 


soon partook to all their merriments, well disposed 
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to live a gay life, and to enjoy most of the foolish 
pleasures of the world. The gallant Chaplain 
became in a short time a true coxcomb, the 
champion, and the zealous attendant of the 
coquettes amongst the high classes: never dressed 
in the humble robe of a Priest, but in that most 
rich and splendid of an elegant spark; he con- 
tinually tried to capture beauties, using every 
means to seduce innocence and corrupt virtue— 
alas! most often the easy victims of a noble and 
wealthy villain. In rambling about during the 
night, he casually met, one summer’s evening, a 
young lady, whom as usually he had the impu- 
dence to address abruptly, offering to her without 
further compliments his arm: 1 am not able to 
refer what passed between them in that first 
interview, but so it was, that the next morning the 
beautiful lady, who certainly was a gay woman, was 


found occupying a noble apartment in one of the 
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quis’s expense: yet, whilst the wicked Chaplain 
was living with his mistress, a life quite contrary 
to honor, probity, and religion, fortune, who is too 
often prodigal with ruffians, unexpectedly brought 
him to the high station of Archdeacon of the 
Cathedral of Cuneo. He then departed from 
Turin, with his lovely mistress, and went to enjoy 
the honors of his new situation. The Archdeacon 
was a very ill-tempered man, rather wild and re- 
vengeful ; he was jealous of his rights, wicked by 
instinct, much corrupted and depraved, and in love 
prepossessed with a furious jealously. His mis- 
tress was a young and very handsome Jewess, 
belonging to a very poor family; and since the 
day he met her the situation of her parents changed 
entirely ; for he presented them with a large sum 
of money,he put in business two of her brothers, ° 


and gave to a younger sister a good dowry on 
P2 ; 
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the occasion of her marriage. What shame and 
pity that so much gold was not better employed ! 

But, before coming to the distressing narrative 
I intend to lay before my readers, I must refer to 
a peculiar circumstance, I have witnessed with 
astonishment, indignation, and horror, which 
serves to prove that the Romish Priesthood is 
really impious, judging them even according to 
their own doctrines. Being one morning ‘in a 
coffee room, with several of my brother officers, I 
saw the Chaplain passing opposite the window, 
and having informed the others of his coming he 
was soon called in: He, at first declined the invi- 
tation, assuring us he was in a great haste, and on 
duty; but like a person who was willing to perform 
quite opposite to that which he had expressed, 
entered the room, asking if there was nothing 
good to drink: we instantly served him a glass of 


Latte di Venere, which is the most celebrated 
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liquor used by ladies in Italy, and of which he was 
very fond. Being asked where he was going to, he 
informed us that he was directed to the Hospital 
to administer the Holy Sacrament and give the 
Extreme Unction to a sergeant, who was danger- 
ously ill. One of the officers having inquired of him 
where he had the Holy Wafer, he answered that 
he had it in a silver box, which he carried in his 
pocket. During this conversation we had formed 
a circle, and he naturally stood in the middle :— 
‘¢ Show me,” added the same officer, ‘‘ this miracu- 
lousbox?”’ ‘‘Hereitis,” said he, and placed it on 
the table; more occupied with his glass than with 
the object in which was contained the true body 
of Christ!!! But I must avoid the scandalous 
conversation which continued for about a quarter 
of an hour, for the pen refuses to perform further 
on the subject, and I shall only state, that the 


Chaplain being at last requested for a wafer, which 


- 
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was wanted for to seal a letter to a young female, 
termed by the officer, ‘‘ an interesting coquette,”’ 
the Chaplain handed one to him out of the conse- 
crated ones without the least hesitation, and then 
hastily left the room, laughing heartily, and crying, 
‘Bravo! bravo! bravissimo!” 

This new Archdeacon being, as I stated before, 
a jealous lover, he soon found occasions to feed 
his dangerous passion. This young female having 
been introduced into the gay and dissipated societies 
of the rich and mighty, by the Archdeacon him- 
self, she obtained in a very short time a crowd of 
admirers, and was placed by his imprudence 
in the most critical and dangerous situation; 
for scores of billet doux were sent from every part, 
and at every moment, in a clandestine manner: 
she, perhaps, -acted wrong by concealing from 
the Archdeacon this affair ; but the public voice 


: has ever ‘been, that she conducted herself with 
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decency and fidelity so long as she lived with the ) 
man, whose cruelty struck the heart of every 
living being, and will still be the cause of horror 
in ages yet not born. 

Spies were immediately employed by the Arch- 
deacon, and set at work in door and out door, in 
town and in the country; and this unfortunate 
woman, kept almost like a prisoner, was con- 
tinually distressing herself with useless remorse, 
and vain regrets. The most wise determination, 
however, would have been to fly from that man- 
sion of crime and debauchery, but, alas! the 
avidity of riches, and perhaps, also, a tender 
inclination for her cruel tyrant made her, for long, 
hesitate to work for her own safety. 

From day to day she unfortunately deferred to 
depart, until the morning of Easter arrived to 
witness her a breathless corpse! The thirst of 


gain, on the persons charged to spy the conduct 


of the desolate Jewess, greatly contributed to 
her destruction, and brought the villain, to whew! 
I shall refuse for the future the title of Archdeacon, 
to premeditate in cold blood the most dreadful 
murder, to prepare it with the most revolting 
indifference, and to perpetrate it in the most 
diabolical manner; but mind, Reader, without 
having any proof of her infidelity, or treason 
whatever, and acting entirely under the influence 
of an obstinate and ferocious suspicion, Francis 
Pozzo di Garzegna presented the Jewess with a 
handsome silk dress-piece, requesting her to have 
it made for Easter Sunday. She received the 
present with signs of gratitude, and accordingly to 
the expressed desire the dress was given in the 
hands of a dress-maker. 

The fatal Sunday, alas! arrived; it was nine 
in the morning when the new dress was put on. 


She had scarcely finished her toilette, when a 
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footman invited her, in his master’s name, to pass 
into another apartment: she followed instantly 
the servant, who left her at the door of a drawing 
room, where a large fire was burning. No body 
was in the room but herself. She stood in the 
middle of it anxious to see her lover, but at length 
she casually approached the fire: she was in the 
attitude of sitting down,—when, horrible to relate, 
her dress kindled up, and like a flash of lightning, 
scorches, burns, and devours her flesh. In vain 
she cries, in vain she calls, in vain she invocates 
God and man! God is incensed against her; He 
does not hear her pitiful groans; He is deaf to 
her supplications, to her misery, to her despair : 
she must die, she must be reduced to ashes, ter- 
rible example to wicked and debauched people ! 
And who was the author of this horrid tragedy ? 
who has surpassed the tiger in ferocity ? who has 
perpetrated a crime which the ruffian of ruffians 


had never conceived before ? 
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An Archdeacon of the Holy Roman Catholic 
Church; one of the high prelates of Rome; one 
of the pretended followers of Peter: the disciple 
not of Christ but of Satan; the hypocrite who 
has preached a thousand times, that cursed is the 
man who commits fornication, and also the fruit, 
which should derive from it: whilst he himself 
was living with a concubine and a Jewess! who, 
using the words of the Roman Catholic Professors 
and Priests themselves, isan unredeemed creature ; 
a despicable being, refusing Christ as a gracious 
Saviour and Redeemer; a creature, therefore, 
worthless, disgraceful, hateful, and worse than 
the greatest wretch in the world. 

An inquest having been held on the few remains 
of this woman, and having been examined, a cape 
made of the same stuff, which she had not put on 
with the dress, it has been recognised that the 


dress-piece had been steeped in turpentine. 
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CONCLUSION. 


ACROSTIC. 


Prolific source of every woe! 

Of all the numerous ills that flow: 
Produced by sin, and nursed by hell, 
Enthroned within thy bosom dwell : 
Revenge, and fire, and sword attend, 
Yea, mark thy footsteps to their end ! 


Love is, indeed, a transcendent excellence, an 
essential and sovereign good ; it maketh the heavy 
burden light, and the rugged path smooth ; it 
beareth all things without feeling their weight, 
and from every adversity taketh away the sting. 

The love of Jesus is a noble and generous 
love, prompting to difficult attempts, and kindling 


the desire of greater perfection; he surpasseth all 
Q 
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sweetness, strength, height, depth, and breadth; 
nothing is more pleasing, nothing more full, no- 
thing more excellent in heaven or in earth, for 
** Love is born of God;’’ and it cannot find rest 
in created things, but resteth only in Him from 
whom it is derived. 

Love is rapid in its motion as the bolt of 
heaven ; it acts with ardour, alacrity, and freedom, 
and no created power is able to obstruct its course. 
It giveth all for all, and possesseth allin all, for 
it possesseth the Supreme Good, from whom, as 
from its fountain, all good eternally proceeds. 

Love knoweth no limits, feeleth no burden, con- 
sidereth no labour, and accomplisheth many tasks, 
which the soul that loveth not faints and falls 
prostrate. 

Yet, although love delights in the communication 
of good, and diffuses its blessing with ardour, 


but with justice, it determinately refuses the 
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enlivening beams of its heavenly fire to the re- 
bellious mortal whom I properly call “ Lucirzr 
in Discuise.” 

It is, therefore, the strict duty of a Christian’ 
to avoid Popes, because they have innovated and 
altered the holy doctrines of Jesus Christ, and 
like evil spirits, rebelled against his laws ; as it is 
indisputably proved by the following diabolic 
inventions, namely, Image worship, Pope’s infal- 
libility, Transubstantiation, the Sacrifice of the 
Mass, Auricular Confession, Service in Latin, 
the Papal Supremacy, Seven Sacraments, Half 
Communion, Purgatory, Indulgences, Invocation 
of Saints, Justification by works, Venial and 
Mortal sins, the Celibacy of the Clergy, the In- 
sufficiency of the Scriptures as a rule of faith, 
their Interpretation according to the sense of the 
Church, and the Prohibition of the sacred volumes 


to the Laity. 
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Because every Pope profanely dares to assert, 
that he acts under the infiuence of the Holy 
Spirit, and that the decisions manufactured at 

“Rome, and carried by dint of the most scandalous 
intrigue, were inspired from heaven! 

Because a Pope shamefully calls the New Testa- 
ment the book of the Devil, exalting in the mean- 
time falsehood, which is the great gun by which 
the breach is attempted to be made. 

Because he depraves both the understanding 
and morals of man, and is the patron of infi- 
delity, the father and abettor of persecution and 
bloodshed. 

Because he is the direct cause of every Eccle- 
siastical usurpation, and of the venality of the 
Pontifical Court. 

Because he gives his foot to be kissed, and 
excommunicates those of his people who do not 
submit to this revolting, foolish, defaming, mean, 


despicable, and degrading act of gross idolatry. 
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Because he has prohibited the free circulation’ 
of the Bible, which is the grand rule of faith and 
practice to every Christian. He has also deprived 
the Laity of the Communion Cup, when Jesus 
Christ said ‘‘ Drink ye all of this;” and therefore 
all true Christians ought to partake of it: but the 
Church of Rome allows the cup only to kings, at 
least at the day of their consecration; as if the 
souls of great ones were more precious before 
God than the souls of the common people; as if 
Jesus Christ had not redeemed us all by one and 
the same blood. 

Because he teaches to disbelieve the truth 
which is in Jesus, and has shockingly perverted, 
misinterpreted, and misapplied the Scripture; and 
strictly recommended the doctrines manufactured 
at Rome; when, moreover, the doctrines of 
Popery are of very recent origin, and, therefore, 


they are not to be found in the Bible, where they 
a2 
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ought to be found, but in the poisonous decrees 
of Popes and Councils. 

Because the aim of a Pope is to drive us out 
from the true Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, 
which our Lord himself founded at Jerusalem, and 
to deprive us of all participations in the glorious 
promises, privileges, and blessings which the Sa- 
viour has engaged to bestow upon his beloved 
Church and People. | 

Because he is the perverse and _ petulant 
leader of the blind, and of a false religion—the 
religion of Priestcraft! Mind, Reader, the skele- 
ton is no more unlike the living man than Popery 
is unlike Christianity ; Popery, to speak correct, 
is the crust which was cast over the truth. 

Because a Pope teaches and orders, under the 
penalty of excommunication, impious, heretical, 
and damnable doctrines, highly offensive in the 


sight of God, and dangerous to the immortal 
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souls of men. An ancient writer terms heretics . 
“ Scripturarum Fucifugas,” that is, ‘‘ those who 
fly from the light of Scripture.’ By this rule, 
the Papists are the worst of heretics: for they 
discard the Bible, the infallible word of God, and 
substitute for it the vain traditions of fallible and 
wicked men. 

Because Popery is a mere human invention, 
a dangerous imposture, and a visible forgery, 
set up by deceivers and impostors, to serve their 
own wicked purpose, and to bring money into 
their pockets. 

Because a Pope is continually doing all in his 
power to destroy the unity and order, and peace, 
and harmony of the Christian Church, which 
Christ so earnestly prayed for, and which He, and 
his Apostles so imperatively commended to be 
kept inviolable. Christ has but one Church and 
one fold, and He prayed for his followers, “ that 
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they all might be one.”* ‘‘ Upon this rock I will 
build my Church.”+ He does not say Churches. 
“‘ He is the head of the body, the Church.’’{ It 
is not bodies and Churches. Besides, ‘‘ there is 
one body, and one Spirit,—one hope,—one Lord,— 
one Faith, (not fifty,)—one Baptism,—-one God, 
and Father of all,” &c.§ 

Because, instead of directing men to forgive 
the offences, and be reconciled with their enemies, 
he invites them to exercise the most shameless, — 
scandalous, and abominable revenges; excites 
them to cruelty, and leads them often to crime : 
such is the wickedness and impiety of the man, 
who entitles himself the Vicar of Christ, that he 
would consider it a meritorious action, and re- 
ward, very likely, with fifty years’ indulgences, the 
murder of a Protestant by the hand of a zealous 


* John xvii. 21, 1 Colnm. tis. 
+ Matt. xvi. 18. § Eph. iv. 4, 
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Papist. Yes, there is one maxim, alwaysin vogue - 
at Rome, the most anti-christian and inhuman, 
that he who destroys a Heretic (a Protestant, ) 
merits Heaven. Gracious God! can such a device 
spring from the heart of man? Can Beelzebub 
go farther, than make Religion and Heaven’s 
Rewards an incitement to barbarity ; to persuade 
the vilest cannibals that they are the best Christians ; 
that such as dip their hands deepest in human 
blood should stand highest in the calendar of 
Saints! Men must be completely blind to not 
perceive in this an emblem of Hell, a perfect 
epitome of its pride, craft, rage, and fury. 
Because a Pope ordains thousands of Spiritual 
impostors, too proud and too idle to work honestly 
for a living, to be religious beggars, and allows 
them to take up the preaching trade. Suffice 
that they are masters in roguery and experienced 


venders of falsehood, who, from the most evident 
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flimsy pretences, but self-interested motives, will 
preach money out of the pocket of bigots to enrich 
the Pope’s bank, aggrandise themselves, and to 
gratify their pride. 

And, because a Pope is assiduously peeping 
after those temporal goods which may not only be 
corrupted, by moth and rust, but even stolen by 
thieves, grasping at peculiarity of possession, 
greedily taking what he hates to give away. 

Because he glories in dignity of station, and 
splendour of descent; he fawns upon the powerful, 
caresses the rich, curses the poor, and, with 
partial condemnation, applauds those most who 
are most like himself. 

And because a Pope is the corruption of Chris- 
tianity, and the supporter of every master-piece of 
Satan: for, observe that Popery bears some- 
thing of the semblance of Christianity in order to 


deceive, just as the counterfeit coin resembles 
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that which is genuine. When Satan found that — 
Christianity was advancing, and that wicked men 
would not be satisfied without a new religion, he 
invented Popery, by which he has’ been more 
successful in destroying souls than by any of his 
previous contrivances. 

Because the greatest part of the Popes have 
lived unclean and disorderly lives; for in reading 
their history, by Platina, and others, I find that 
nearly every one of them has been, even by the 
confession of their own historians, either an 
Idolater, a Heretic, a Schismatic, an Adulterer, 
an Impious man, and Simoniacal. Does this 
agree with the glorious titles which they assume 
to themselves, such as Holy Father, Most Holy 
Father, His Holiness? Could such unclean and 
profligate Popes be the Head of a Church, which 
by the nature of its institution, ought to be Holy, 


without blemish, and without spot ? 
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Because Popery overthrows the foundation of 
faith, and the great fundamental doctrine of jus- 
tification, by faith alone, all which is set aside by 
the Popish notion of human merits. 

Because the all-sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice 
is set aside by the sacrifice of the mass; the doc- 
trine of satisfaction for sin, by the atonement of 
Jesus, is set aside by the Popish dogma of purga- 
tory; while the mediation of the Saviour is 
nullified by praying to Saints and Angels, and the 
Virgin Mary. 

Because Papists must cringe and bow to brazen 
and wooden gods, without end or reserve; they 
must submit to the tyranny of their impositions, 
and their necks must bear an iron yoke. 

Because Masses, Indulgences, &c., must ex- 
haust the rich while they live, and when they die 
these false trusts ruin their souls for ever: the 


poor must sweat under Penances of all kinds while 
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they live, and be tortured in Purgatory after death, ~ 
for want of Pay to the Priest. © 

Because a Christian, by studying the Pope, and 
his unjust pretensions, and by reading the 2nd 
Epistle of St. Paul to the Thessalonians, (chap. 
ii. 3, 4,) the Revelations, (chap. xiii, xiv, xvii,) 
and the Continuation of the Accomplishment of 
Prophecies, will be convinced that the Pope is 
Anti-Christ, that Popery is Anti-Christianism, 
and that the Fifty-two Characters, which the ex- 
cellent Rev. Mr. Furier has given them, are so 
perfectly theirs, that it is not possible for one to 
fail of knowing them thereby ; hence, he will see 
plainly that Popery is not the Religion of Jesus 
Christ, that the Pope cannot be either the visible 
Head of the Church, or the Vicar of our Gracious 
Saviour, or the Successor of St. Peter, or Uni- 
versal Bishop, as his flatterers pretend him to be. 


Because the spirit of the Romish Church is a 


R 
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Spirit of Violence and Cruelty, for she breathes 
nothing but Blood and Slaughter; whereas the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ is a Spirit of peace and 
sweetness, which breathes nothing but Love and 
Charity. Blessed are they, says He, who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake ; for theirs is the 
kingdom of Heaven. (Matt. v. 10.) 

Because the doctrines of Popery have established 
that public worship should be performed in Latin, 
which scarcely any of the laity understand, 
and in a tongue also unknown by many of the 
ignorant Priests of Rome, who, like excellent 
parrots, they repeat more or less distinctly the 
verses suggested to them by their Vicar or Curate; 
when public worship in an intelligible tongue was 
strongly recommended by our Saviour himself, 
who also frequented public worship in the temple 
and other places. He gave, in fact, directions for 


the right performance of it, “fin spirit and in 
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truth.” He plainly intimates in the Lord’s Prayer | 
that we should pray with and for others, by 
teaching us to say, ‘Our Father”—‘ Give us 
our daily bread ’’—‘“ Forgive us our trespasses,” 
&c. Public Worship maintains also a friendly 
intercourse between the different ranks of society. 
These are too apt to dislike each other, and their 
different situations keep them at a distance; but 
in the House of God, ‘‘ the rich and the poor 
meet together; the Lord is the maker of them 
all.” By uniting in the same expression of 
humility, prayer, praise, and adoration, a union of 
spirit and interest is promoted; they learn to care 
for each other, ‘‘ to bear one another’s burdens, 
and so fulfil the law of Christ.” Morality is 
also promoted by public worship. The services 
of God’s house have a direct tendency to produce 
and increase that ‘‘ fear of God, which is the be- 


ginning of wisdom.” Divine worship is well 
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calculated to prevent an excessive love of the 
world.. People, who are busily employed all the 
week in worldly affairs, find their hearts too prone 
to “‘ cleave to the dust.” It is therefore of great 
use to be directed on the Lord’s day to the great 
objects of faith ; to be reminded of the vanities of 
the world, the uncertainty of life, the approach of 
death; and to have our views extended towards 
the eternal world, and the different states in which 
saints and sinners will, ere long, be for ever fixed. 
Roman Catholics, on the Lord’s day are instead 
directed to visit theatres, caravans, shows, toy 
stalls, coffee-rooms, spirit dealers, and publicans. 
Lastly, because the Pope is a teacher so cunning, 
so false, and so deceitful in his works, that he can 
easily draw a poor ignorant genuine Roman Ca- 
tholic to dance with the Devil all day, and make 
him dream of having supped with Christ at night 


in Heaven. 
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But I must leave the pen, if I wish to come to © 
an end, for all that I could write in attempting 
to relate what Popes, and the Romish Church are, 
is but like the feeble glimmering of twilight that 
lingers behind the setting sun. 

Ah! may a merciful God deliver every Roman 
Catholic from Rome’s false and soul-destroying 
doctrines! And, I close with the following hearty 
prayer: From the tyranny of the Pope, and all 
his detestable enormities, ‘‘Good Lord deliver us!” 

But, as the promises and blessings of the Gospel 
are all made to the Catholic Apostolic Church of 
Christ, if, however, we, by our listening to the 
Pope, or to the false doctrines of the Church of 
Rome, or to the heresies of her misguided and 
sacrilegious Priesthood, cut ourselves off from it, 
what claim can we lay to the gracious promises 
which Christ has made to his Church? Ah, let 


us pray to our Heavenly Father from the bottom 
R 2 
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of our own heart, to keep and preserve us from 
Superstition, Schism, Idolatry, and “Falsehood, 
which are the chief properties of Popery! Ah! 
let us ever remember, that Truth must be our 
dearest object, for it never shuns the light; never 
resorts to mean and unworthy arts; never avoids 
reasonable discussions : for Truth demands the ex- 
ercise of reason, when Popery lays her prostrate 
at the feet of the Pope, saying, renounce reason, 
and submit blindly to the Church. This is 
enough to shock and disgust any rational being! 
This plainly shows how much the Church of Rome 
differs from the Reformed Church! She differs, 
indeed, wisely speaking, as a well cultivated field 
differs from a field overrun with weeds, thistles, 
and thorns. Ah, may God be gracious, and show 
his great mercy to the poor misguided Roman 
Catholics! I earnestly address my prayers to the 


Almighty, that he would vouchsafe them the same 


le 
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Light wherewith he has been pleased to enlighten © 
us, and grant to them the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
in order that they may walk in the path of Salvation, 
and coming to the knowledge of the Truth, they 
may all be saved! Oh, you pitiful victims of 
Priestcraft! Oh, you misleaded Papists, pray 
listen to me, for the sake of your precious im- 
mortal souls! Break, break at once, with a manly 
courage, the fetters of your thraldom; come to 
Christ, who is the Saviour of the whole earth, and 
He will answer the prayers and vows you address 
to Him, and returning you promise for promise ; He 
will say to you,—You come out of the Darkness 
and error, I will instruct you more and more with 
the Light of Truth. You lay aside your own sense, 
I promise to endue you with my Spirit. “‘ You con- 
fess me before men, I will confess you before my 
Father, and before his Angels.” (Matt. x. 32.) | 


‘**'You embrace my Cross and my religion, I will 
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give you a Throne and a Crown.” (Rey. iii. 21.) 
May God, also, confound the impious Impostor, 
who boldly sits on the chair of blasphemy at Rome, 
teaching in the name of Christ the most damnable 
and diabolical doctrines, and prevent for ever the 
horrid plots, machinations, and infectious practices 
of the Romish Priesthood, the learned disciples of 
the Great Deceiver of the living, and the damna- 
tion of the dead: may He, finally, put an end to 
the reign of Anti-Christ, for the safety, comfort, 
glory, triumph, and blessing of Christianity. 

But whither shall we repair for help, whither 
shall we look for deliverance? To thee, thou 
compassionate Saviour of the lost, thou gracious 
succourer of the wretched. Thou hast died for 
the recovery of ruined man. ‘Thou ever livest to 
plead his cause. In thy hands are blessings for 
the penitent believer, large as his wants, and 


lasting as eternity. Pardon of sin, peace with 
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God, the renewal of the soul in God’s image, the ~ 
communications of his Holy Spirit, faith working 
by love, love issuing in uniform and cheerful 
obedience ; victory over sin, superiority to the 
world, its cares and fears; the blessed hope of 
future glory, bearing the believer up above all the 
ills of the present life, and enabling him to rejoice 
in them as means of spiritual improvement, and 
even to triumph in the view of death; and, to 
crown all, everlasting happiness with God, in 
Heaven. 

These blessings are ours, if we will have them. 
Jesus Christ is willing to bestow them ; nay, he 
invites us to accept them. Let us, therefore, 
apply to him, believing in his name, renouncing 
every sinful habit, every licentious practice, every 
impure affection, and he will graciously receive us 
all. We shall be owned as the purchase of his 


blood, we shall be welcomed as his long-lost, but 
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returning children; we shall be adopted into his 
family, and made the heirs of eternal life! But 
let us all remember that we have cause to lament 
that an old guest, or rather an old inhabitant, a 
troublesome inmate, the most grievous opponent, 
Pride, abides and works in our souls. And that 
like leprosy, in the walls of the leprous house, it 
will abide and fret, until the house be taken 
down. We have reason to cry out on account 
of this sin, and others, even of a whole undwelling 
body of death, ‘‘Unclean!’ ‘‘ Unclean!’’ and to 
admire and to prize that grace, which has devised 
and provided a way for the cleansing of our persons 
and services, unto perfect purity before God, and 
acceptance with him, through the atoning sacri- 
fice and perfect holiness of his crucified son, pre- 
sented for us before him, by Jesus our great High 
Priest, upon the throne. Yea, and to long for 


that happy day, when the whole of old Adam’s 
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image, as corrupt, shall be destroyed in us, and 
the holy, glorious image of the new Adam, intro- 
duced unto personal purity and ineffable glory, of 
absolute perfection, of endless duration, to God’s 
eternal glory by us, and unto our everlasting joy 
in Him. And meantime, asking help of God, let 
us in the strength of Christ, watch and oppose the 
motions of this abominable sin of pride, this 
spiritual wickedness, which attacks us in high 
places, as being mustered up by the king of it, the 
Prince of Darkness. And whenever it makes its 
appearance, hissing-hot for God, let us instantly 
say, ‘‘ Away! vile pride: I am the Lord’s, not 
my own; a dependent, not a sovereign. An in- 
strument, not an agent. And shall the axe exalt 
itself against him that heweth therewith? or the 
saw against him that shaketh it? or the staff lift 
up itself as ifit was no wood? Away! thou vile 


affection: my feet too long already, have been 
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swift to shed blood: to wound and pierce my 
Lord, by thee! to slay the life of God, the life of | 
his glory in himself and works! and thus to slay 
the life of Christ, the life of his grace in me! I 
will henceforth be nothing : and the Lord shall be 
all! Away! thou hellish monster, thou shalt not 
have dominion over me. I refuse subjection 
to thy sovereignty. I am under the Prince of 
Grace and Peace, and his subject will I be, in spite 
of thee: Away! away!” Oh, my brethren, let us 
set ourselves with the greatest fervour against this 
hellish usurper! This Christ, this God-excluder ! 
for we cannot yield, in the least degree, to this vile 
iniquity; but we affront and dethrone thereby, 
Infinite Majesty! Yea, we despise infinite mercy ! 
we say, ‘‘No God! no Divine glory!” we say to 
Christ, ‘‘away, away! I have no need of Thee! I 
receive nothing from Thee! I am under no obli- 


gation to Thee! to self I bow down, as an all- 


sufficiency! and myself I admire as the most 
amiable beauty! in self I joy; and to self be the 
glory!” Oh horrible language, of a saved sinner, 
to God the Saviour! and yet this is the voice of 
pride’s iniquity! and, lo, it is against Christ, and 
God in him, an irreconcilable enmity! and shall 
we, that are the favourites of God’s heart, of 
Father, Son, and Spirit, yield to it? ~No: if 
there is in us the least spark of ingenuity, let ne 
resist this enmity, with the greatest vehemency! 
for so much as we set up self, in any of its vile 
shapes, depend on self-fulness, or take pleasure in 
self-performance: just so much, we pull down 
Christ, to take his place, as every Pope has ever 
obstinately done! And what an egregious folly 
is it, that any little creature, should please itself 
with its being or doing that, which was wrought in 
it, and by it, wholly and solely, by the Almighty 


energy of its great Creator! Oh, may the God 
: 
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of all grace, fill us, and clothe us with all humility : 
to his praise, and our happiness! and when any 
elating thought presents itself to our minds, let us 
ask it, what it aims at, Christ or self? what it pro- 
poses, whether self-pleasure, in self-reflection, ét 
Christ’s honour, to give him the glory of salvation ? 
and insisting on an answer ; if we cannot find our 
Lord there, let us not give place to it for a mo- 
ment ; but instantly and strongly resist and reject 
it. And if we are surprised ere we are aware, 
as soon as we discern the enemy, let us rise up 
in arms against it presently; for the Lord our 
God goeth before us, in the triumphs of his grace 
towards us, and in his mighty vengeance against 
our enemies, and’ also for the subduction and 
_ destruction of this giant-like iniquity : to our joy 
in victory, and unto his eternal Glory. 

But.if we refuse to hear when God calls on us, 


if we set at nought his counsel, and turn a deaf 
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ear to his kindest invitation—when our calamity 
and our fear come, he may awfully leave us to 
ourselves, alas! to useless remorse and despair. 
Oh! let us think of the shortness of life at the 
longest; the uncertainty of it even under the 
promising appearance for its continuance, and 
the variety of circumstances that may render ~ 
a death-bed repentance impossible. Let ws, like- 
wise, think of that vast difference there will be, 
between having a station, in the last day on the 
right hand of our Judge, and being driven to 


the left. 
THE SINNER’S DYING BED. 


What scenes of horror and of dread 
Await the sinner’s dying bed! 
Death’s terrors all appear in sight, 


To usher in Eternal night, 
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His sins in dreadful order rise, 
And fill his soul with sad surprise : 
Mount Sinai’s thunder stuns his ears, 


And not one ray of hope appears. 


Tormenting pangs distract his breast ; 
~ Where’er he turns, he finds no rest: 
Death strikes the blow ; he groans and cries, 


And in despair and horror dies. 


Not so the heir of heavenly bliss— 
His soul is fill’d with concious peace ; 
A steady faith subdues his fear, 


He sees the happy Canaan near. 


His mind is tranquil and serene, 
No terrors in his looks are seen ; 
His Saviour’s smile dispels his gloom, 


And smooths his passage to the tomb. 
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Lord! make my faith and love sincere, 
se My judgment sound, my conscience clear ; 
And when the toils of life are past, 

May I be found in peace at last. 


I must also remind my reader, that there is a 
deceit which many poor people practise upon 
themselves, which bears the most dreadful con- 
sequences. How much an enlightened christian 
must be grieved to hear a poor afflicted man or 
woman say, ‘‘ Well, I shall have all my sufferings 
in this life: my troubles here will prevent me suf- 
fering hereafter.”—If this delusion should have. 


fastened on their mind, what can be said to 


convince them how false their conclusions are? - 


There is not one passage in the Bible that, even in - 


the most distant way, speaks a language like this. 
If an eternity of misery is threatened to every 


transgressor, who does not repent and believe in 
s 2 
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*Christ for Salvation, how can it be imagined, 
that even the most severe sufferings, for the short 
term of threescore years and ten, can atone for 
numberless transgressions of the Divine Law ? 
If the rich, and those who are in circumstances 
of ease, will go away into everlasting punishment, 
provided they seek not to the Saviour for his great 
Salvation, what an immense disproportion would 
there be, between their punishment and the punish-. 
ment of those who have been poor or afflicted 
in this life only! The one banished from the 
presence of the Lord for ever and ever, the other 
only doomed to endure the ordinary sufferings of 
mortality for a few years! The Bible says ‘‘ The 
wicked ’’ (whether rich or poor) ‘ shall go away 
into everlasting punishment, and “‘ the righteous ” 
(and the righteous only) ‘into life eternal.” 
None but holy beings can be admitted into heaven ; 


therefore, whoever dies unholy must rise at the 
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last unholy, must have his portion with unholy - 
spirits, and remain unholy for ever and ever. 

Ah, let the Bible be our genuine guide! The 
book that God has sent to us, to teach us the way 
to heaven, to happiness, and himself; the book 
that is to make us good and wise, yea, wise to 
salvation; the book that contains the law of God 
and gospel of Christ: the law is expressive of our 
obligations, the Gospel is the way in which we 
are to be pardoned, and saved, and accepted with 
God. There we are told what God has done in 
the world ; how he dwelt with man when he had 
made him good and happy, what he designed by 
sending his Son, and what the Son of God has 
done to redeem and recover lost sinners. There, 
we may learn how holy men have walked with 
God, and have been blessed by him ; and how evil 
men have offended him, and have been punished. 


There we are taught how to repent, to believe the 
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Gospel, to overcome the world, to be eternally 
happy, and to learn what Heaven is. But’who 
can tell the joys and pleasures that are there? 
Oh, that we were willing to go, and see, and test 
them. We shall find at last, that it was well worth 
all our pains and cares. There, are all the springs 
of life, and peace, and bliss.. There, dwells the 
eternal God, in whose “ presence is fulness of joy, 
and at whose right hand are pleasures for ever- 
more ;” there, dwells the Lord Jesus, whe 
will fill us with happiness by the light of his - 
countenance; there dwell happy angels, and 
there the holy souls that are gone from this world, 
who are now made perfect, and will make us joy- 


ful for ever and ever. AmeEN! 


FINIS. 


* 


©") MIRACULOUS ESCAPE 


FROM 


THE GALLOWS! 


MY SUFFERINGS AND EXILE, 


MY RECENT IMPRISONMENT 


IN THE 


DUNGEONS 
OF 


SWITZERLAND AND LOMBARDY, 
AND MY UNEXPECTED 


RETURN TO ENGLAND. 


On, |S 


phe Cpa 
eg hy mak 
V4 Haat 


A FEW INTRODUCTORY LINES. 


THE pages consecrated to posterity convey the 
remembrance of those who moved in the highest 
spheres of society—of those whom personal merit, 
or pure chance, had distinguished in an epoch 
more or less remarkable —of those whose impiety 
rendered them execrable—of those also, who ac- 
complished neither good nor evil in their life— 
being, notwithstanding, necessary to assist the 
chronological order of history. 

That to biographical writings we are indebted 
for the greatest and best field in which to study 
mankind, or human nature, is a fact duly appre- 
ciated by a well informed community. In them 
we can trace the effects of mental operations to 


their proper sources ; and by comparing our own 
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composition with that of those who have excelled 
in virtue, or with that of those who have been 
sunk in the lowest depths of folly and vice, we 
are enabled to select a plan of life that will at 
least afford self-satisfaction, and guide us through 
the world in paths of morality. 

Without a knowledge of the lives of the vile 
and abandoned, we should be wholly incompetent 
to set an appropriate value upon the charms, the 
excellence, and the worth of those principles 
which have produced the finest traits in the cha- 
racter of the most virtuous. 

Biography is a telescope of life, through which 
we can see the extremes and excesses of the varied 
properties of the human heart. Wisdom and folly, 
refinement and vulgarity, love and hatred, ten- 
derness and cruelty, happiness and misery, piety 
and infidelity, commingled with every other car- 


dinal virtue or vice, are to be seen on the varie- 
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gated pages of the history of human events, and — 
are eminently deserving the attention of those 
who would learn to walk in the “paths of peace.” 

The brazen statue and the sculptured marble, 
which commemorate the greatness of heroes, states- 
men, philosophers, and blood-stained conquerors, 
who have risen to the zenith of human glory under 
the influence of the mild sun of prosperity ; will 
also transmit to future generations the poverty, 
pain, wrong, hunger, wretchedness, and torment, — 
that have been endured by the victims of the 
despotic Kings of Italy, who have continually 
followed the will of Popes, bound by a strict ~ 
and solemn oath. 

The reader, in perusing these pages, will find 
two heroes, the remembrance of whom is of great 
importance : the first, who terminated a laborious 
oe his brow crowned with immortal laurels, 


and whose shining virtues seeured for him the 
pa 
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love, friendship, and esteem of his contemporaries, 
shall serve as an example for ages yet unborn; 
whilst the second, who, during his life, has done 
nothing else but render himself obnoxious to the 
cause of humanity, and has descended into the 
grave detested—will serve to remind posterity, 
that virtue is the only security of life; honour, an 
incomparable jewel, and religion, the basis of all 


good. 
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TWO WORDS ABOUT MYSELF. 


My Father was Colonel Inspector in the 
Sardinian army: his fidelity to his King,— 
his attachment to all the Royal Family,—his 
veneration for the Pope,—his blind faith in the 
Roman Catholic Religion, alas! his superstition and 
bigotry opened to him the highway to honours, 
and gave him the reputation of a gallant officer. 

All my ancestors have been Roman Catholics, 
and therefore faithful servants of the Princes, 
more or less despotic, who have succeeded each 
other to the misfortune of my dear country, and 
I alone of my race have felt my heart to palpitate 
at the joyful sound of liberty !—but of that 
estimable liberty, which properly suits a sincere 
Christian. 
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Having always considered birth to be purely 
the effect of chance; and the only estimable 3 
nobility to be that which comes from our own 
virtues, I shall say but little of the rank which I 
occupied in my own country. Suffice it to say, 
in passing, before proceeding with my short 
narrative, that I embraced by my own choice 
a military career, and against my inclination was 
placed by my father at the Sardinian court as 
page to King Victor Emanuel; in whose service 
I continued until his death, passing through 
several stations up to that of Chamberlain, and 
Captain of the Noble Royal Guards. 


MY MIRACULOUS ESCAPE FROM THE 
GALLOWS, 
AND MY FLIGHT TO FRANCE. 


The gloom of the night adds a charm to the morn, 
Stern Winter the Spring-time endears, 

And the darker the cloud on which it is drawn 
The brighter the rainbow appears. 


So trials and sorrows the Christian prepare, 
For the rest that remaineth above; 

On earth tribulation awaits him, but there 
The smile of unchangeable love, 


THE 29th of June, 1831, was the day appointed 
for my execution in Turin, my trial having taken 
place whilst I was absent from my country, and 
confined in a dungeon at Parma, in the hands of 
the Imperial Austrian Government: I say in the 


hands of the Imperial Government, it not being 
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allowed to the Duchess Maria Eloisa to interfere 
in state affairs, her Duchy being entirely under 
the despotic power of the Austrian Emperor. 
The 20th of the same month, at ten o’clock in 
the morning, I was removed from my prison to. 
the Palace of Justice, where I had passed my trial 
under the charge of high treason against the 
government of the Duchess of Parma, for having 
joined, in my flight from Piedmont, the Constitu- 
tional army, which rose in arms, protesting against 
the cruel yoke inflicted by a very despotic govern- 
ment, which being more overruled by the Pope 
and his Priesthood than any other in Italy, had 
reduced those unfortunate people to a state of 
complete grief, misery, and despair. A great num- 
ber of the judges were assembled in the room in 
which the convicts receive the intimation of their 
sentences, and there in a few words, quite abruptly 


I was informed that the laws had condemned me 


’ to be hanged by the neck until the soul had left 


223 


the body: what a curious expression! I was 


_ indeed compelled to burst out laughing. Many 


other gentlemen, subjects of the Duchess, most 
of them belonging to the nobility, and the army, 
were included in the same sentence ;_ but happily 
for them, they had all timely succeeded in reaching 
France, and therefore, the Papists were very 


much disappointed, in not being able to hang them 


by the neck until the soul should have quit the body!! 


They were nevertheless executed in effigy, a per- 


formance this the most ridiculous, yet savouring 


" of Papist ferocity. 


oa 


I expected, following the use of that country, 
to be instantly removed into the Confrontatoris, 
a small room, having an altar in the middle, over 
which is placed a scull, a crucifix, a breviary, and 
a silver tray, and where the patient must remain 


ry 
for twenty-four hours «previous to his execution, 


" « 
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under the care of many. Priests and a Capuchin 
Monk. Visitors have free admittance to the room 
during the day-time only; but they usually place 
a few sous in the above-mentioned tray, for masses 
to be celebrated instantly after the execution of 
the capital sentence that has taken place, for the 
benefit of the soul of the poor creature, thus 
cruelly exposed to satisfy the curiosity of a hard- 
hearted public. This is another invention of 
-Popery to rob the ignorant believers ;—for the 
money left by the visitors which is to be divided 
amongst the priests, who have attended the 
unfortunate sufferer in the last day of his life, 
instead of being employed for masses, following the 
expressed intention of the Church, remains two 
to one in the Holy Claws!!! of those many 
confessors. 

I was, consequently, very much surprised, when 


I heard the President of the High Tribunal ad- 
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dressing me in the following manner :— “ Francis | 
La Guidara Di Rivarolo, thy King whom thou 
hast betrayed by conspiracy against his throne, 
by attempting to promote a false religion in thy 
country, by deserting the army, infamously break- 
ing the sacred oath of fidelity thou hadst taken 
at the foot of the Holy Altar of our living God— 
the Gracious and Generous Monarch who has 
peculiarly distinguished and rewarded thy family 
by increasing the titles of nobility, which were 
long before bestowed by his illustrious predecessors 
upon thy forefathers, claims thee back to Piedmont; 
and we have granted with pleasure the Royal re- 
quest, considering that justice will have there its 
complete course, the sentence of thy death having 
: been pronounced by the Senate of Turin, and also « 
appointed the day for thy execution. Thou shalt 
die, the 29th of this month, on the scaffold; thou 


shalt, therefore, leave this town to-morrow morn- 
Vv 
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ing at eight o’clock, and depart under astrong escort 
to the country thou hast shamefully disgraced with 
the most heretical diabolic deeds. Go along, villain, 
leave immediately my presence, and go to satisfy 
human justice, go to serve as an example to wicked 
and depraved men like thee, and be once convinced 


that God is the inexorable Avenger. of Heresy and 


. Infidelity !” 


se 
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T was then brutally seized by numerous guards ; 


new chains were added to my chains, a rope was 


‘imimediately fastened round my neck, by which 


a zealous attendant led my steps, just as one 


might drag a mad dog to the river to be drowned, 


and I was pulled along «by force to the market 


place, end exposed to the, publics, during’ a long | 


* how, on. a high: scaffold which had. been erected _ : 


for the purpose ; Si ctsi by the er Pepsi and 
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“vilified by the picts wicked ! ! 
Next day, at the time prefixed, I was’ placed in 


* ge 


—_— 


a post chaise; three men entered the carriage, - 
and, if I well remember it, six others followed us 
on horseback. 

Nothing of consequence happened during my 
journey to Compiano, frontier of the ducal do- 
minions. This town, which scarcely can be called 
a village, from its very small size, and its few 
inhabitants, has a fortress lying at one side, the 
favourable situation of which renders it, if not im- 
possible, howéver, difficult, to the approach of a 
strong enemy. 

I was conducted in the fortress, and, as if the 
place had been suddenly besieged by a powerful 
army, the Commander ordered all the doors to be 
closed, and the small garrison to take up arms. 
I was then released from the carriage, and brought 
by four men down many stairs, into a very pro- 
found cell, where there was scarcely air to breathe, 


and left by myself, without any water or food ; 


but I was not left long alone, for, about a quarter 
of an hour after, the Governor and the Priest of 
the fortress entered my horrid dungeon, accom- 
panied by twenty soldiers at least. The old 
general asked me if I wanted some refreshment ; 
to which I replied affirmatively, for I was, indeed, 
both hungry and thirsty. He sent instantly one 
of his men to the hotel, to order for me a good 
dinner, and a bottle of the best wine that might 
be got in the place: he then continued, with 
much indifference :—‘‘ I am very sorry, my dear 
sir, you shall not have much time to enjoy all 
the money I have in my possession belonging to 
you, which I received by the serjeant who com- 
manded your escort ; but you can, however, make 
a good use of it,” pointing to the Priest, ‘ by 
giving to this honest person a few hundred francs 
to be distributed amongst the poor of our town 


and neighbourhood ; and also by ordering a few 
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scores of masses for the sake of your soul.”. 
“You mistake, very much, general,” I quickly 
replied, ‘‘ for I am in the habit to give alms with 
my own hand; I assure you, I would not trust 
the Pope himself in matters of pecuniary charity : 
regarding my soul, 1 am not hanged yet, but 
when death will have taken possession of this 
miserable body, my destiny will then be inevi- 
tably fixed, and, as I am truly convinced that no 
worldly efforts or cares will be able to change my 
situation, once departed, so I think it very wise 
and reasonable to preserve my gold until the last 
moment of my life, and see how to employ it 
better ; I mean to say, in a better manner, that 
may please God, satisfy myself, and my con- 
science.” 

I had said enough to irritate my visitors, and 
especially the Priest, who, on hearing such words, 


stepped back, with the same speed and precipita- 
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tion that one would do in facing,. unexpectedly, a 
ravenous wolf in a wild forest. The old general 
followed him, with the same blind rash haste, and 
the soldiers did also run from me, pushing one 
another brutally ; they did, however, remember 
to fasten the many bolts of my prison door. But 
I was instantly punished for my free speech ; 
because, instead of a good dinner, was brought 
to me, three hours after, some bread, cheese, and 
water. 

The day after, at two o’clock in the afternoon, 
IT left my dungeon, and was conducted before the 
Governor’s house, the many windows of which 
were occupied by a crowd of spectators of both 
sexes, besides a great number of children ; and 
even tender babies were carried there by their 
mothers,—by women, I am sorry to say, deprived 
of every christian feeling ! 


As the road we had to pass through was very 
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rugged and hilly, quite unfit for carriages, and © 
only practicable for mules and horses, I was fastly 
chained on horseback, and conducted out of the 
fortress between six guards on foot, who walked 
closely round my body. 

We had a high mountain to cross, in order to 
reacn Chiavari, the first town belonging to Pied- 
mont, which is rather difficult, and even dangerous, 
when the weather is not quite fair. ‘The sun was 
on that morning shining with full splendour, the 
sky admirably smiling; no wind was blowing 
around, and a sweet zephyr was refreshing the 
air most agreeably. My guards once out of sight 
of their commander, were soon tired of carrying 
their guns in such an uneasy way, and their se- 
vere caution fastly ceased, having seen, after a 
minute examination, that there was not the least 
probability I should attempt a flight, chained as I 


was from head to foot, and quite fastened to the 
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horse, as much as a Pope is bound to the Prince 
of Darkness. But a sudden change took place, 
and we could easily see a furious storm in store. 
My guards, who were acquainted with the place, 
and conscious that frightful hurricanes frequently 
occurred in those mountains, were very much 
alarmed at our dangerous situation; and I alone 
quite resigned to the will of God, did not prove 
the least fear or uneasiness.) My horse was 
very much frightened at the repeated flashes of 
lightning and heavy peals of thunder. One of the 
soldiers was speedily knocked dow by the falling 
of a large stone from the summit of a high rock ; 
one of them hastened to attend his fellow soldier, 
who I do not know if he was dead, or alive, or 
dying; the other four were zealously guarding 
my person; but at length the horse became un- 
manageable, and in spite of every strenuous effort 


made by my conductors to prevent his flight, he 
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furiously passing across the bodies of the two : 
men that stood before him, made at last his 
escape along the most frightful precipices, some- 
times between the horrors of a dark night, and 
sometimes amongst the horrific lights and flames 
dazzling from the most distant pole. Yet, the 
soldiers, who could not follow the furious animal, 
seeing I was taken miraculously away from their 
hands, with all the pious zeal of Papists, fired 
after me; but kind Providence, who had in her 
great mercy, fixed that I should escape from the 
gallows, and avoid the precipices of that dangerous 
mountain, saved also my body from the Roman 
Catholic balls, which very likely had been sprinkled 
with Holy water by the charitable Priest, who 
had been quite unexpectedly disappointed in his 
views concerning the disposal of my money. 

The horse continued for about one hour to run 


in a desperate manner; but having the weather 
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- gradually changed, and at last a perfect calm hay- 
ing succeeded, he relinquished his course, and 
finished to goon with comfortable steps. I found 
myself, however, the most dangerously situated, 
for I did not know where I was, nor what 
place I might come to. 

The evening was fast advancing: I felt ill, I 
was exhausted, and really tired ; I addressed fer- 
vent prayers to the Almighty; I invoked Jesus 
Christ for help, mercy, and protection ; and, pos- 
sessed with a new hope, trusting entirely in the 
Divine Providence, I proceeded on my way through 
that desert ground, guided by Heaven. The 
night at length appeared ; the horse stopped, and 
began to seek for food amongst those sterile rocks. 
I did not lose time, I quickly tried to divest my- 
self of my fetters, but in vain, for they were a 
pattern of solidity. 


Whilst I was seriously meditating on the scenes 
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of the day; whilst I was »refleeting: upon my ~ 


critical situation, I heard a noise approaching the 
spot where I stood, and soon the sound of human 


voices reached my ear. ‘“‘ Who can they be?” I 


asked myself. ‘‘ Will they be men or tigers? 


Shall I now find protection or persecution? help 


or oppression ?”’- Oh how my Poor heart did pal: whe 


pitate! At length a ray of j joy shined to my 


sight, foretelling me I was to meet with benevo- 


lent friends. Two persons soon arrived; one . 


rather old, the other quite young: they imme- 
diately stopped, looking at me with astonishment ; 
for the night having turned bright and clear, they 


could distinctly see my sad situation : they in~ 


« any thing in thelr power to protect and wiv ? 


: my misfortunes. _ I naturally was speedy and 


a 


stantly requested me for a short and clear ex~ 


? lanation, assuring me they would willingly do” 


eloquent with them, and they, according to their 
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promises, undertook a sweet task of humanity, by 
breaking the many chains with which I was 
bound, which took much time, and caused me 
acute suffering during the difficult work. Thus 
set at liberty, I was cautiously led by them toa 


place of safety, called Cavanella, a small village 


belonging to the generous Duke of Tuscany, 


where I had no risk whatever more to incur ; for 
that blessed Monarch granted always help, pro- 
tection, and hospitality, to the persecuted stranger, 
and chiefly to him, who had exposed his life, for 
the emancipation of his beloved country. : 
It is useless to express what I did feel in my 


heart for the two mountaineers, and how elo- 


quently I testified to them my heartfelt gratitude. 
3 They left me the next morning, and I pursued 


“my journey to Livorno, with my dear horse, 


which my sad situation compelled me to sell a 
few days after, having to embark for Bonifaccio, 


in Corsica, from whence I retired to France. 
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AN INCONSIDERATE JOURNEY. 


Havine thus quitted my native country, 
avoided the ferocious rage of Papists, and escaped 
the cruel death they had projected to inflict upon 
me, for having attempted with a thousand others, to 
put an end to the usurpations of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and to restrain the power of her 
bold Priesthood ; for having also conspired against 
the Pope and other despotic Roman Catholic 
Monarchs, I reached at a more distant period 
the hospitable soil of England. 

In February, 1838, I was taken seriously ill, in 
consequence of a dangerous wound, which I recei- 
ved many years before in a military action in Cag- 
liari, the capital of Sardinia; and the opinion of 
several medical men of high reputation in London 
being, that a change of climate would only tend 


to the improvement of my health, I reluctantly 
Ww 
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quitted the hospitable soil of Great Britain, where 


I had long enjoyed tranquillity, secure from every 


persecution: but as I could not obtain a passport 


in my own name, I was compelled to buy one in 
the name of Joseph Mayer, a native of Corfu, 
(with his wife,) whose person rather resembled 
my own. 

On the 10th of March, ever memorable day ! 
I arrived in Switzerland. Oh! I was then 
happy! I saw again the blue sky of Italy; I 
was about to breathe once more my native air, - 
and the mountains alone, that surrounded the sea 
of Lugano, deprived me of the view of my dear 
country. My eyes wandered insatiably to every 
object—my heart was sensibly affected—my spirit 
all vivacity,—a tear stole down my cheek—my 
hands upraised to heaven—my knees bent to the 
earth—and my lips supplicated a fervent prayer 


for the prosperity of the land of my fathers. 


A FATAL NIGHT. 


Tux day was drawing to a close—the sun, con- 
cealing behind the distant mountains bis golden 
rays, reflected feebly in the clear crystal waters— 
nature was about to hide all her beauty from 
mortal eyes—the stars were beginning to bespan- 
gle the vault of heaven, like so many myriads of 
golden tapers fixed in ther azure sockets—the 
rbot was peeping through the distant clouds— 
the ancient castle and the lowly cottage were 
vanishing together—and the advancing night had 
nearly wrapt in darkness the long extended forest. 
What a majestic scene, incomparably grand, and 
exquisitely fine! The happy peasant returning 
from his daily labour to the humble cottage, was 


expected by his tender wife, loving children, and 
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his aged parents, anxious to claim the sweet inno- 
cent caress of their sincere affection. My wife 
and I, wrapt in profound meditations, were ad- 
vancing in the most rugged part of Monte Cenere, 
which mountain separates Lugano from Bellin- 
zona. ‘The evening was far advanced, a complete 
silence reigned throughout, and the nightingale 
alone, hopping from spray to spray, with his 
beautiful notes, seemed to say, ‘‘ I exist! I exist !”’ 

About ten at night we arrived at a small village 
named Al Catenazzo, and we stopped unfortu- 
nately at the Crown Hotel. We had just com- 
menced our supper, when the Priest of the village 
entered the room, and took a seat before the fire. 
He very soon addressed me in Latin, then in 
Italian. Our conversation at first ran upon dif- 
ferent matters of very little importance, but it 
became in less than half an hour the object of 


serious reflections on my part, for he did not 
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hesitate long in discovering the desire he had of 3 
knowing my name, my quality, my country, the 
place of my residence, and the motives of 
my long journey. This language, of course, 
awakened my suspicion, and put me on my 
euard ; ne therefore, answered him abruptly, but 
with the utmost respect, in order to avoid any 
disagreement or unpleasantness, knowing the 
power, temper, and dispositions of those Reverend 
. Gentlemen. Not much satisfied with my answers, 
he retired to the farther end of the room, and 
called for a bottle of wine. Two pale-faced, evil- 
eyed, and wild girls, who were the daughters of 
the landlord, ran at the same time quite eager to 
serve their loving pastor ; one presented to him a 
silver tray, whilst the other was filling a large 
tumbler, which the Priest drank at once: a small 
table was then approached to him, and two candles 


were quickly lighted ; in a very short time the 
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bottle was empty, and the pastor left the place 
without taking further notice of us. The two 
girls led him out, each holding a candle, and 
soon re-entered the room, to see if any wine had 
been left by the Priest. Yet, as there remained a 
few drops in the tumbler, they began to quarrel, 
each one pretending to have more right to drink 
it than the other; and the affair terminated with 
a cruel fight, which soon caused their faces to 
be stained with blood: my‘opinion is, that, had 
not the father timely arrived to separate them, 
they would have come to a brutal excess, for the 
sake of a few drops of wine, that superstition and 
ignorance imagined to be the elixir of long life 
and happiness, for having been left by a Priest. 
The ungentlemanly conduct of the Roman 
Pastor, in leaving the room; his several requests 
concerning my person; the many suspicious looks 


he gave to me and my wife, at intervals, during 
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our conversation, cautiously trying to avoid my 
sight ; in a word, all this made me very uneasy: 
however, I was not much alarmed, for I thought 
myself secure in a free country, with my passport, 
signed by the French authorities, and also by the 
Inspectors of Police on the Swiss frontiers ; but 
alas! I was wrong in my conjectures, for in less 
than half an hour six soldiers entered the parlour, 
_ accompanied by a corporal, headed by the Priest. 
The corporal approached me in a most brutal 
manner, and demanded my passport, which I de- 
livered to him immediately: upon minute ex- 
baat natn: he declared, that I could not legally — 
travel in Switzerland, and he imagined that some 
important motive had induced me to pass in a 
clandestine way at Bellingona, where I had 
omitted to have my passport inspected. It is 
easy to imagine I defended myself in the most 


energetic and impassionate manner, but entirely 
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without effect; for instantly the Priest ordered 
the soldiers to arrest me, rushing forward himself 
against me, seizing me by the neck, and pointing 
a long knife to my heart. The idea of a dungeon 
at this dreadful moment entered my head; my 
heart palpitated extremely, and my blood chilled. 


in my veins. I was distracted to think that my 


poor wife should be left alone in a strange place, 


and moreover in a Roman Catholic Country, 
where there is neither honour nor probity. 

It is painful to repeat the whole of what oc- 
curred in this deplorable scene. I shall, there- 
fore, briefly state, that the Priest again com- 
manded his men to convey me to prison. A de- 
termined resistance on my part was now the 
result of his orders. The Priest was, in the 
twinkle of an eye, deprived of his stiletto, and 
trampled under my feet like a dog; but the land- 


lord and his daughters, armed with knives, came 


to reinforce the soldiery, and to protect the 
coward, who was begging for his life bitterly, and 
loudly crying like a child. At last, overpowered 
by the number, I fell down, weltering in my 
blood ; and my unfortunate wife, driven to distrac- 
tion, rushed against them all, decided to revenge 
the blood that had been so barbarously shed; 
but was herself struck so violently with a gun 
that she instantly fell at my side. A speedy 
miscarriage was the consequence of this brutal 


treatment. 


MY TRANSPORTATION TO ITALY. 


‘Tue eighteenth of May, at four o’clock in the 
morning, the doors of my prison opened, and 
four men entered, who instantly seized me, bound 
me hand and foot, and placed me on the shoulders 

of one of their fellows. I was conveyed through 
the court of the prison, and thrown into a post- 
Oe. like a sack of corn. The Priest! the cruel 
Priest! stood at the door of the carriage, looking © 
at me with a smile, which expressed the inward 
satisfaction he had in having captured a new vic- : 
tim, ‘to be sacrificed to the hatred of the Pope. 
He addressed me as follows: “Sir, you are at 
last in our possession ; you fell at last in the nets 
of justice. I know you, sir; I met with you 


before this time: call to your mind the secret 


247 


room at Novara; the secret meetings we held 
there for about three months with success; and 
see in me the Secretary of that diabolic society.’ 
What an impudent traitor! He was the same 
wretch that betrayed the society, and sent to the 
gallows and to Spielberg thousands of victims. 
** Happy journey, sir ;’’ he added, ‘‘ you shall see 
me once more, I engage my word for it; but it 
shall be at the moment of your execution, which 
I hope will take place without delay.” I had 
scarcely time to throw on him a look of contempt, 
when the post-chaise, escorted by several town- 
guards, left the prison. We arrived in three 
hours at the village of Mandrisio, where is erected 
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a bridge, called ‘“‘ Ponte Chiazzo,’”’ which sepa- 
rates Papal Switzerland from Lombardy. There 
I was delivered to the Austrian Authorities, and 
immediately transported to Como, three miles 


further, and confined in a strong prison. 


MY JOURNEY TO MILAN. 


My departure from Como to Milan, was de- 
ferred till the next day. I left that little town at 
eleven in the morning, in a very comfortable car- 
riage, divested of my chains, but having an iron 
ball fastened to my feet, weighing, I was told by 
my guards, sixty pounds! On my arrival at 
Milan, I was conducted to the State Prisons of 
St. Margarita, and delivered into the hands of 
Count Bolza, superior Imperial Commissary of 
the high police, who having ever been particularly 
charged with the inspection and management of 
the state prisoners, had frequent occasions to 
persecute those, who were most differing in princi- 
ples and opinions: alas, Spielberg is the dreadful 


place where this nobleman will live to posterity ! 
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fo he sent there scores of victims at a time; all 
those in fact, that he could not possibly make 
appear guilty of death. This cruel man, this ; 
inexorable and crafty Inquisitor, even now 
troubles my sleep, and startles me suddenly, 
appearing to fix his horrible eyes upon me, as a 
tiger, eager to devour its prey. 

I had entirely lost the hope of seeing again my 
dear and unfortunate wife, I despaired of ever 
regaining my liberty; I had not the most distant 
idea of returning to England, I expected every 
market-day to be hanged before the door of the 
cathedral ; if not broken on the wheel, or thrown 
in a pile of wood, and burned alive ! 

My situation caused me to reflect very seriously 
on the events of my past life: I made frequently 
the recapitulation of my whole career, and I was 
obliged to confess I had contributed in a great 
measure to my own misfortunes. Why, thought 
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I, did I leave England! why did I not prefer to 
die in that dear land, where I was allowed to fol- 
low the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and where I had 
received the most generous hospitality? I im- 
plored continually the God of Heaven.—I ad- 
dressed to him my fervent prayers—lI laid before 
him all my sufferings—and I found in the bosom 
of religion, hope, comfort, peace, and resignation. 
A week after my arrival at Milan, I was re- 
moved during the night, and the most secretly, 
from St. Margarita to the criminal prisons, and 
given in possession to the Judges cf the High 
Tribunal, On my arrival there, I found ‘as- 
sembled together in a large room, called the Court 
of the Secret Inquisition, the President and mem- 
bers of the High Court of Justice: Iwas quickly 
divested of my heavy chains, ‘and instantly placed 
at the bar. The most profound silence reigned 


all around, and every one was casting on me a 
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look, which, alas! would have passed through-a 
heart of stone, and terrified the most courageous 
man. I was kept for eight hours in the presence 
of my ill-disposed judges, who, by all appearance, 
had previously to my arrival in the court, fixed 
upon my destiny ; but God, who can, in less than 
the twinkling of an eye, prevent any mischief that 
might be premeditated against his ever beloved 
children, by absconding a victim from the mortal 
blows of base enemies, by destroying the machina- 
tions of wicked men, highly disappointed on this 
occasion my judges, who were about to sacrifice a 
fellow creature merely to please and gratify a per- 
secuting and merciless Pope, and the many hard 
hearted and inexorable Princes of Rome, as well 
_ as all the catholic, very catholic, and most catholic ; 
but also cruel, very cruel, and most cruel, despotic 


Kings of Italy! 


AN UNEXPECTED EVENT. 


On the twenty-third of September, an ever- 
memorable day, at three in the afternoon, the 
sound of many footsteps assailed my ears, with 
the opening of a number of doors, which led to 
my gloomy dungeon. The door of my room 
hastily opened, and the Governor and Minister 
of Police entered, followed by several - officers, 
with all the Judges of the High Tribunal. The 
Governor approached my bed, for I was com- 
pelled to lay continually down, suffering still ex- 
tremely from my wounds, and, with a smiling 
countenance, informed me, that his Majesty the 
Emperor Ferdinand, having been recently crowned 
King of Italy, and having granted an amnesty to 


all the prisoners of my class, I was liberated. 
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My surprise and astonishment prevented utter-— 
ance; but my silence—the expression of my 
features—my agitation—the tears which glis- 
tened in my eyes—all bespoke my feelings, and 
proved how grateful I was to kind Providence. 

I was, of course, impatient to hear tidings of 
my dear wife; but I was fearful to enquire of 
Count Bolza of her destiny, when the Chevalier 
Kleiner, the Vice-President of the High Court, 
entered my room, and —oh! may a blessing rest 
upon him!—informed me, that my wife, after 
being detained a month in the prison at Milan, 
had. been sent to Turin, my native place, in order 


to return to England. 
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DETERMINATION OF THE IMPERIAL 
GOVERNMENT. 


Tue sixth of October, at ten o’clock in the 
morning, a post chaise was at the door of the 
hospital, for I had been removed there for the 
improvement of my health. Bolza presented 
himself to announce my departure for Switzerland, 
having in his hand an Imperial passport, and 
intimating that I should leave for ever the states 
of the Emperor, and proceed directly to the 
German Swiss (Canton des Grisons) a highly 
blessed protestant country! I left instantly that 
place, with joy impossible to express, accompanied 
by an officer dressed in civil costume, and in less 
than half an hour we were on the road to Chia- 


venna, frontier of the Emperor’s dominions. 
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On the second of December I had the unspeak- 
able felicity again to set my foot on British ground, 
and my most ardent wish is that I may be able to 
spend the remainder of my days in a land, which, 
compared with my native country, is free from the 
tyrannical power of the Pope, and from the usur- 
pations of a misguided popish priesthood, hence- 
forth no more to be debarred from the free and 
uninterrupted perusal of the sacred and unerring 
word of God. I pray that I may largely partici- 
pate in the experience of the saving truths which 
it inculcates, and which, I trust, I have been led 
to embrace from a conviction of their importance, 
and their adaptation to promote the present and 
future well-being of all who are guided by the 
spirit of their Divine author; and by whose re- 
deeming mercy in Christ Jesus alone, I anticipate 


the enjoyment of a resting-place above, when the 
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King of Kings shall see fit to call me from this 
state of disquietude to the regions of unmolested 


security and peace ! 


FINIS. 
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Gait AND ANDERSON, Printers, St. Ann’s Square, Manchester. 


